< *,*,* 
eee tet? 


en) 


*: ecetete 
s$seieeeset: Ht yy 


’ 
< > pe 4 i 
* 24 >| 

etal et . 
a < $ 
Wet et a" 
* 
¢ . ese! , . 
rt >< 2 
>t 
2 4 
<PF 
> : 


£I¢ 
sissriissecassssnssscheseesaesensstansasetatebesesesesesscatessecstecsesgesstesesetenesetes 
oistics setecssstesscecstsrsanestetenasassisrbtecsnsttesecstessterstesetes cscs sess sssaantess, 
R R CE °. 


Editorial and Executive Office: 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 


An Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 


Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness and Formalism. 


Vol. XXI, No. 42 


FRIDAY, October 21, 1955 


United States 


1 year $2.50; 8 years $5.00 


Canada and foreign 1 year $3.00; 3 years $6.50 


1837-1899 


| Famous Evangelist 


SN 


j \ “~ 


“And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Phariee, 
and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that 
I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not 
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote wpon his 
_ breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell -you, 
this man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.’’—Luke 18 :9- 


14, 


Here are two representative 
men; and I suppose you might 
divide this- audience into the two 
classes they stand for. One of them 
trusts in his own righteousness; 
the other doesn’t have any right- 
eousness to trust in, and so he 
goes to the Lord. 


I think this whole community 
might be divided into Pharisees 
and Publicans. 


The Self-Righteous Pharisee 


Now let us take a look at this 
Pharisee, whose picture Christ has 
painted for us. His spirit is very 
common among certain classes of 
people. He is all the time measur- 
ing himself by his neighbors. He 
is proud and conceited—thinks he 
is “not as other men.’ Ah, my 
friends, pride is a plant which 
grows in all sorts of climates and 
all sorts of soils. It is one of the 
“greatest enemies to the kingdom 
of Christ. Nebuchadnezzar lost 
his throne and reason by it; by it 
Lucifer fell from Heaven, for even 
up among the angels he raised the 
flag of revolt close by the throne 
of God. How many people there 
are who, like this Pharisee, are 
just living on the forms of re- 
ligion! If you will only give them 
the show, they don’t care any 

(Continued on page 5) 
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D. L. Moody, famed evangelist 
who founded Moody Church 
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7 Love 
Christmas 


A new, beautiful 
gift book for you! 

For our friends, we have pre- 
pared a beautiful book as a gift 
for Christmas. What a charming, 
lovely thing it is! What a rich 
gift! All about the shepherds to 
whom the birth of Jesus was an- 
nounced ... about the angels... 
about the wise men from _ the 
East who brought gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Tender, 
devotional, scriptural messages on 
the birth of the Saviour. Here is 
a rich-looking gift book in Christ- 
mas colors with expensive-looking 
library hard binding. 


It is the kind of book every 
Christian will want for himself 
to read and meditate upon 
throughout the Christmas season. 
It is the kind of gift that will be 
most gratefully received by Chris- 
tians everywhere. It. is the kind 
of gift you may give to unsaved 
people, knowing that they will be 
flattered by the richness and 
suitableness of the gift, and will 
thus read sweet, tender’ gospel 
messages which they otherwise 
might not receive so well. The 
book is full of spiritual meat. It 
has six blessed fulk-length mes- 
sages on Bible themes about the 
birth of Jesus. And we are print- 
ing this book, I Love Christmas, 
in order to give copies to you, 


Christmas 


our friends. 


You May Have the $2 Book 
Free With Three Subscrip- 
tions for $5.00 

Readers know that THE Sworp 

OF THE LorD subscription price is 
$2.50 per year in the United 
States, $3.00 per year in Canada 
and foreign countries, or $5.00 for 
three years in the United States, 
$6.50 for three years in Canada 


(Continued on page 6) 


from the Bible. 


I. A Great Tribulation Is 
Plainly Foretold in Scripture 


Two or three days before the 
Lord Jesus was betrayed, arrested, 
tried and crucified, He sat on 
the Mount of Olives and talked 
to His disciples about future 
things. We often call those words 
of His to the disciples the Olivet 
Discourse. His talk was  prin- 
cipally about the coming destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and the things 
that prefigured Christ’s second 
coming and the end of this age. 


1. Why Jesus Spoke to Jews More 
About Christ’s Glorious 
Return to Reign Than of 

the Rapture of the 
Church 


Of course those to whom He 
spoke were Jews. They were 
primarily interested in the regath- 
ering and conversion of Israel, and 
the restoration of David’s king- 
dom at Jerusalem. So, not a great 
deal is said in the discourse 
about the rapture, the time when 
Jesus will come in the air to 
take away His own in the first 
phase of His second coming. 


Dr. T. W. Philpott told of one 
time when on the west coast he 
sat on the porch of a beautiful 
resort hotel. Behind him were the 
mountains; before him the deep 
blue of the Pacific Ocean. There 
was-a colored man who worked in 
the yard. Dr. Philpott said to 
him, “Isn’t this the most beautiful 
place you ever saw?” 

“No, sir,” the yard man replied, 
“it is not the most beautiful 
place I know,” 


“Then where is the most beauti- 
ful place?” asked Dr. Philpott. 


“Back in Arkansas,” said the 
good man, “That is the prettiest 
place I ever saw.” 

“And what makes Arkansas any 
more beautiful that California?” 
asked the preacher. 

“All the folks I love live back 
there, that’s what,” said the yard 
man. 

As the lonely man on the west 
coast longed for the place where 
his loved ones were and disre- 
garded the scenic beauty of 


| 


California, so it was natural for 


Recently there has arisen a fad, a wide- 
spread teaching that the saints may go 
through tribulation. This teaching affirms a 
“post-tribulation rapture.” (Some few teach 
that Christ will come in the midst of the 
Great Tribulation). I speak kindly when I 
say that I am convinced those who so teach 
are mistaken, and I believe we can prove it 


It is surprising how widespread in the last 
two or three years has become this post- 
tribulation rapture theory. In the Christian 
life magazine for February, 1955, there is 
a joint discussion on “Will the Church Go 
Through the Tribulation?’ Dr. Harold John 
Ockenga, pastor of Park Street Church, Bos- 
ton, and chairman of the board of Fuller 
Theological Seminary and one of the strong- 
est leaders of the National Association of 


Another Corollary of Christ’s Unpredictable Second 
Coming Is That 


SAINTS CANNOT GO 
THROUGH THE GREAT 
TRIBULATION 


A Bible Answer to the Growing Fad of Post-Tribulation Rapture Teaching 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


Evangelicals, wrote an article answering 
“Yes.” President John Walvoord of Dallas 
Theological Seminary wrote an article which 
answered “No.” The fact that there should be 
such a discussion, and that Dr. Ockenga, a 
noble, eminent and learned Christian leader 
would advocate that the church would go 
through the tribulation shows a startling 
prevalence of this teaching. With due respect 
to great and good men who may differ, I 
think we can show that the teaching is but 
a fad, that it is based on a misunderstanding 
of some Scriptures, and the lack of attention 
to others, and that a pre-tribulation rapture, 
with Christ coming for His saints before the 
tribulation, is an absolutely necessary corol- 
lary of the Bible teaching that Christ’s com- 
ing is imminent. 


the Jews to be more interested in 
the prophesied restoration of the 
Jewish nation, the building again 
of the throne of David at Jeru- 


|salem, and the regathering of 


scattered Jews to their land under 
the smile of God than in the 
rapture of the church. That is 
why the Old Testament prophets, 


tenia 


writing particularly to the Jews, 
were inspired to tell again and 
again of that return of -Christ 
in glory to reign, but not often 
of His catching away His bride into 
the air, the rapture. So, in dealing 
with the disciples the Lord Jesus 
dealt primarily with His return 
(Continued on page 2) 


Pictures That Preach 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, Associate Editor 


There are a great many angles 
to this business of reviewing Gos- 
pel films. Do the characters fit 
their parts? Is the photography 
good? Is the acting good? The 
preaching well done? But it 
seems to me that in the final 
analysis a film should be judged 
on its effectiveness. Like a good 
sermon, a film should bring a de- 
finite message that is needful and 
important and should purpose to 
bring people to a definite and im- 
mediate decision. It may be aimed 
at the unsaved and strive to 
bring them to a saving faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It may be 
aimed to encourage Christian 
people to win souls, to live a sep- 
arated life, to become a missionary 
or to support missionary work. 


It may be biblical teaching on|j 


some important truth. Or it may 
warn of some great evil such as 
alcohol, or some worldly amuse- 
ment. But always a Gospel film 
should have a definite message 
given in such a way as to move 
those who hear to definite ac- 
tion. ~ 

Dr. John A, Broadus, whose 
book on homiletics has been stud- 
ied by thousands and thousands 
of students as a textbook, said he 
would far rather hear a poor ser- 
mon preached in so strong a man- 
ner as to get decisions than to 
hear an excellent sermon preach- 
ed so poorly that no one was af- 
fected by it. As an evangelist, I 
agree whole-heartedly with this 


Dales sarod 


—————— 


real ah Chae The * EP a 


a 


view. And this same thing applies 
to Gospel films. I would rather 
show a film that will get results 
even though it may be painfully 
lacking in many technical details 
than to show a film with the most 
accomplished actors, the finest 
photography, and the smoothest 
continuity but with no punch, no 
power, no results! 


An Example 
I have probably shown sound 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Evangelist Bill Rice 
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: MR. BERNIE ZONDERVAN, 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 21, 1955 


The Editor Answers 
Young People's 


Would it be wrong to go to a 
fortuneteller? 


Consulting fortunetellers is def- 
fnitely a sin, clearly forbidden in 
the Word of God. Deuteronomy 
18:9-14 says: 


“When thou art come into 
the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, thou shalt 
not learn to do after the 
abominations of those nations. 

‘There shall not be found 
among you any one that mak- 
eth his son or his daughter 
to pass through the fire, or 
that useth divination, or an 
observer of times, or an en- 
chanter, or a witch, 

“Or a charmer, oer a con- 
sulter with familiar § spirits, 
or a wizard, or a necroman- 
cer, 

“For all that 
things are an 
unto the Lord: and because 
of these abominations the 
Lord thy God doth drive them 
out from before thee. 

“Thou shalt be perfect with 


do these 
abomination 


the Lord thy God. 
“For these nations, which 
thou shalt possess, hearken- 


ed unto observers of times, 
and unto diviners: but as for 
thee, the Lord thy God hath 
not suffered thee so to do.” 


Fortunetellers pretend to be ab- 
le to tell the unknown. By con- 
sulting the stars or by reading 
the palm or by reading tea leaves 
or by consulting evil spirits or by 
talking with the dead, they claim 
to find out things that otherwise 
could not be known.  Fortune- 
tellers, as you see, would include 
astrologers, Hindu mystics and 
others. All fortunetelling is for- 
bidden in the Scripture mentioned 
above, whether it is by “a con- 
gulter with familiar spirits” (vs. 
11), that is, a spiritualist, or “an 
observer of times” (vs. 19), that 
is, one who reads the signs of the 
time, whether in stars or tea 
leaves or anything else. Fortune- 
Usually 
fortunetelling is a fraud and is 
gone by crooks to get the money 
of suckers. Sometimes fortune- 
tellers are actually possessed of de- 
vils. In such cases they may some- 
times tell part of the truth but 
are never to be relied upon. If 


any fortuneteller alive could fore- 
teil the future, he could become 
fabulously rich in a little while. 
If he knew when stock market 
prices would go up or down or 


what horse would win a race or 
what candidate would be elected 
or what nation would win a war, 
t would be the easiest thing in 


ee 


(Continued from page 1) 
in glory to regather Israel and 


tset up David’s throne at Jeru- 


salem. 


2. Christ Plainly Foretold the 
Great Tribulation Period. 


But the Lord Jesus spoke plain- 
ly about a great tragic period that 
would come which He = called 
“great tribulation.” Jesus referred 
to the prophecy of Daniel and said, 
“When ye therefore shall see 


the world for him to make billions. 
Fortunetellers are hypocrites and 
those who go to them for in- 
formation are suckers, and both 
are wicked sinners in God’s sight. 
Notice in the Scripture quoted 
above that it was because of these 
abominations that God drove out 
the Canaanites from their land 
and gave it to the children of 
Israel, 


Micah 5:12 says: 

“I will cut off witchcrafts 
out of thine hand: and thou 
shalt have no more soothsay- 
ers,” 


God is against witchcrafts and 
soothsayers as against fortune- 
telling. 

The girl converted in Acts, 
chapter sixteen, was a soothsayer, 
that is, a fortuneteller, and she 
did her work by an evil spirit. 
When she was converted and the 
evil spirit was cast out, then her 
masters “saw that their hope of 
gain was gone” since she would 
tell fortunes no more. When young 
people get converted they ought 
to leave off such works of evil. 
In Exodus 22:18 the Jews were 
commanded, ‘“Thou shalt not suf- 
fer a witch to live.” And one of 
the reasons that God let King Saul 
die in battle and the throne was 
taken from his descendents 
that he visited the witch of Endor 
to have his fortune told and learn 
what was coming in the future. 

First Chronicles 10:13 and 14 
Says: 


“So Saul died for his trans- 
gression which he committed 
against the Lord, even against 
the word of the Lord, which 
he kept not, and also for ask- 
ing counsel of one that had a 
familiar spirit, to enquire of 
it; 

“And enquired not of the 
Lord? therefore he slew him, 
and turned the kingdom unto 
David the son of Jesse.” 


I would say that to go to a 
fortuneteller, one is guilty of the 
following sins: 

1. He is a sucker, wasting money 
and encouraging sham and false- 
hood. 

2. He is disobeying 
command of the Bible. 

3. He puts himself 
of being misled by 


the plain 


in danger 
evil spirits. 


4. He is guilty of neglecting 
the Lord. Every bit of the guid- 
ance we need about the future 


God will give us. He is the One 
to whom we should go for comfort, 
for assurance or for wisdom. 
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fi he abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
stand in the holy place. . .Then 
let them which be in Judaea flee 
into the mountains ... For then 
shall be great tribulation, such 
as was not since the beginning 
of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:15, 
16, 21). 

Again in Matthew 24:29, 30 He 
says: “Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory.” 


Consider what Jesus has here 
told us. There will come on this 
earth a great time of tribulation. 
It is foretold in the prophecy of 
Daniel and all should understand. 
The Lord Jesus said that this 
“sreat tribulation” will be a time 
of trouble “such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be.” It 
will not be an ordinary time of 
trouble, nor such persecution, war 
and disaster as marks this whole 
age. No, it will be a particular per- 
iod of time shut off from all the 
rest of human history by the 
terrible magnitude of suffering 
endured. 

In Mark 13:19, a similar pas- 
sage, the Lord Jesus said, ‘For 
in those days shall be affliction, 
such as was not from the begin- 
ning of the creation which God 
created unto this time, neither 
shall be.” And Mark was inspired 
to add, as did Matthew, Christ’s 
words, “And except that the 
Lord had shortened those days, no 
flesh should be saved.” But for 
persecution and murder of God's 
people, for false Christs and 
false religions, and for catas- 
trophes and plagues in nature, 
and for bloody wars, this world 
never has seen nor will see in 
any other age or time such terror, 
destruction, persecution, and death 
as will occur in the period Jesus 
has foretold, which we call the 
Great Tribulation. 


3. Great Tribulation Is to Be Three 
and One Half Years, Half 
of Daniel’s 70th Week 


The dear Saviour identified 
this Great Tribulation time as a 
period which will begin with the 
“abomination of desolation, spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet.” (See 
Matt. 24:15-21). The Lord re- 
ferred particularly to Daniel 9:27. 
In Daniel, chapter 9, we find that 
seventy weeks of years were deter- 
mined ahead of time in which God 
would deal in a special way with 
His people Israel. “Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people 
and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression, to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the most Holy’ 
(Dan. 9:24). 


Then the following verse ex- 
plains that from the “going forth 
of the commandent to restore and 
to build Jerusalem,” in the days 
of Nehemiah and Ezra, “unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven 
weeks, threescore and two 
weeks. . .” that is, 69 weeks of 
years, 483 years. I believe that 
that period of time was fulfilled 
to the letter and brought the 
Jews down to the time Christ 


Saviour. 


We are told that after the last 
period mentioned above, the 


Messiah would be cut off and 
then the Roman people, from the 
same country as a great future 
prince, would come and destroy 
Jerusalem and the temple. We 
know that this destruction of 
Jerusalem happened about A. D. 
‘70 under Titus, the Roman gen- 
eral, later the Roman emperor. 
The destruction by the Romans at 
that time was only a type and 
picture of the future destruction 
of Jerusalem by “the prince that 
shall come.” 

The first 69 weeks of the 


was offered to them as King and 


“threescore and two weeks,” the 


food News From India 


By Viola Walden, Secretary to the Editor 


“As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good 
news from a far country.’ --Prov. 29:29 


Ours is a world-wide ministry! 
Daily our literature in the form of 
paper, books and pamphlets, is 
reaching out to the four corners 
of the globe. In like manner, ful- 
filling Ecclesiastes 11:1 which 
says, “Cast thy bread upon the 
waters: for thou shalt find it 
after many days,’ we are con- 
stantly receiving encouraging re- 
ports of glorious results this lt- 
erature has had in the hearts and 
lives of thousands. 

Today we received a good let- 
ter from Rev. A. E. Parvatham of 
the Scripture Institution of Met- 
tur Dam, Salem District, South 
India. In 1952 we sent Brother 
Parvatham and the Institution a 
check for $250 to pay for the 
cost of printing 20,000 copies of 
the booklet,“What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?” in the Tamil dialect. 
This resulted in much blessing, 
and last month we sent another 


$250 check to pay for the printing: 


of a second edition. Now comes 
this good letter of gratitude and 
appreciation from Brother Parva- 
tham. 


“Your most esteemed letter of 
June 16 with a check for $250 
reached me today and I am has- 
tening to express my gratitude for 
your gift for the second edition of 
your much-used tract, ‘What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?’ in Tamil. 

“During summer, I attended a 
convention on a Hill station, 
where I met most of the mission- 
aries of the Tamil field. They all 
eagerly await the second edition. 
The month of August is the be- 
ginning of the Hindu festival and 
we need thousands of tracts. So, 
I am hurrying up the printers to 
get the printing complete before 
18 August. 

“Praise God for the ilies 
ministry of your tract. It is sown 
far and wide and we get letters 
from the readers and follow them 
up. Enclosed you will find a post- 
card received from a soldier in a 
hospital. I have given you the 
translation... 

“All our boys and girls pray 
for you and your ministry. May 
the dear Lord bless you as well 
as the donors. Yes, I will remem- 
ber to let you know the results. 

“I am missing The Sword of the 
Lord since January. Can you not 
send me a copy? 

“With grateful thanks for the 
privilege of being a distributor of 
the Lord’s word. 

“Yours in His service, 

(Signed) “A. E. Parvatham” 


Along with his letter he en- 
closed the postcard written by 
the hospitalized soldier in the 
native language. Of ‘course, it 
looks like so many hen _ tracks 
in the mud to us, and we are 
glad that Brother Paratham 
translated it into English for us 
to read. The translation is as 
follows: 


“I was born in a Hindu family 
and I worshiped Hindu gods till 
now. But I had no satisfaction. 
Three months ago I joined the 
Indian army. After a little wound 
I. was sent to the hospital. A 
Christian visited the hospiial and 
gave me two booklets. One was 
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‘Way of Life’ and the other your 
tract, ‘What Musi I ‘Do to Be 
Saved?’ 

“Being convinced that I am a 
sinner, I yielded myself to the 
Lord Jesus and I have changed 
my name from Raja Ram to Raja. 

“Please pray for me as my 
family will certainly persecute 
me for this new faith, But I have 
put my trust in the Lord. 

“With grateful thanks, I am, 

(Signed) “Raja” 


How we rejoice, as no doubt 
you do, when we received this 
wonderful letter telling of the re- 
markable results from the book- 
let: “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” Eternity will have a re- 
ward for all those who contributed 
to the Free Literature Fund for 
the part they had in making. this 
printing in the Tamil dialect pos- 
sible. Did you have a part? 

Note two definite things from 
these good letters received from 
India: 

(1) There was the conversion 
of a precious soul born in a Hindu 
family as a result of the Gospel 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” A precious soul passed 
from death unto life, from dark- 
ness to light, from the bondage 
of Satan to the glorious liberty 
of the Son of God, all because 
faithful Christians here in America 
followed the leading of the Holy 
Spirit and sent contributions to 
our Free Literature Fund. ff it 
had not been for faithful friends 
who believed in getting out the 
Gospel in this manner, we would 
have not been able to have fin- 
anced the printing of this edition 
in the Tamil language and this 
now beloved Indian brother would 
still be lost. 


(2) .The other truth to note 
is that the missionary brother in 
India, who is doing such a noble 
work in reaching people with the 
Gospel in that heathen country, 
is apparently dependent upon a 
gift subscription to THE SworpD OF 
THE LorpD. Note that his sub- 
scription expired in January and 
he has not had THE SworpD since. 
He requests that a subscription 
be sent him. Apparently his pre- 
vious subscription was paid for 
by some good Christian who was 
concerned about helping = mis- 
sionaries on the foreign field read 
such a paper as THE SworpD OF 
THE LORD, 

We want you, of course, to do 
only what God clearly leads you 
to do. But many reading this 
good report from India will feel 


impressed, I am sure, of the Holy — 


Spirit to send some contribution, 
large or small, to our Free Lit- 
erature Fund. Will you do what 
God wants you to do in this mat- 
ter? If so, designate your gifts 
to this particular fund and every 
penny you send thus designated 
will go to send the free literature 
wherever needed. You may rest 
assured that all money thus desig- 


nated will be prayerfully dis-. 


tributed for the glory of Jesus 
Christ and the salvation of souls. 
Address your letter to the Sword 
of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 


prophesied dealing with Isracl as 
a nation has transpired. Before 
the last week the Jews had re- 
jected their crucified Saviour, the 
temple had been left desolate, 
Jerusalem had been given over to 
destruction by the Saviour. So 
God’s last prophesied seven years 
of dealing with Israel has. not yet 
occurred, At this moment God 
does not recognize any nation 
Israel in Palestine, does not 
recognize any government there, 
does not recognize any seat of 


‘worship as the Jewish temple. 


God now counts “time out” with 
Israel as a nation. But one week 
of seven years still remains for 
God to deal especially with Israel. 


The next verse takes that up in 
Daniel 9:27, and we are told, “And 
he shall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week: and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease, and for the overspreading 


of abominations he shall make 
it desolate, even until the consu- 
mation, and that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolate.” 
This Man of Sin or Antichrist, 
the coming prince of the Roman 
people, “shall confirm the cov- 
enant with many for one week.” 
He will make a treaty with Jews 
in Palestine to have their own 
nation, sacrifices, temple, and 
priesthood again, as I understand 
it. But “in the midst of the week” 
of seven years he will commit the 
abomination of desolation which 
starts the last terrible three and 
a half years of God's dealing in 
judgment with the Jewish nation. 
And that three and a half years 
which begins with the “abomina- 
tion of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet” is what Jesus 
calls “great tribulation.” It will 
be a time of unparalleled suffer- 
ing, bloodshed, and wickedness 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Page Three 


On the Authority of the World of God 


| Will Prove 
NELS. F. S. 


FERRE IS A 


FALSE PROPHET 


By Dr. Harland J. O'Dell 
Pastor of Canton Gospel Center 
2400 Cleveland Ave., N. W., Canton, Ohio 


Born in Sweden, Dr. Ferre was educated at Boston University, Andover-Newton 
Theological School, Harvard, and the Universities of Uppsala and Lund; following 
teaching at Andover-Newton Theological School, he became Professor of Philosophical 
Theology at the Vanderbilt University School of Religion in 1950: has lectured at 
Texas Christian University, Southern Methodist University, Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Bethany Biblical Seminary, Garrett Biblical Institute, Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, Emory University, Boston University; he is author of numerous 


“But there were false prophets also among the people, 
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring wn damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them and bring upon themselves swift destruc- 


fion,”’—II Pet. 2:1. 


Imagine a Minister Suggest- 
ing Jesus Could Have Been 
the Son of a German 
Soldier 


In Mr. Ferre’s book, The Chris- 
tian Understanding of God, page 
191, he says, “ As a matter of 
fact, the reference in John to the 
claim by the Jews to the effect 
that they were not born in adul- 
tery could give external credence 
to a Nazi claim that Jesus was a 
German. Mary, we remember, was 
found pregnant before her en- 
gagement to mild Joseph. Nazar- 
eth was hard by a Roman gar- 
rison where the soldiers were Ger- 
man mercenaries, Jesus is also re- 
ported throughout a continuous 
part of the history of art, it is 
claimed, to have been blond. This 
is supposedly unnatural for the 
Mediterranean countries where 
this same tradition started and 
was continued. Hence Jesus must 
have been born the child of a Ger- 
man soldier! After all, the claim 
develops, such is the experience of 
many girls near military camps.” 

He says, “Who can deny that 
such a conjecture could be true?”’ 
Page 192, he says, “We do not say 
that Jesus was not procreated as 
a human personality by Joseph or 
by someone else, nor on the other 
hand, do we deny that Jesus was 
conceived without a father. We do 
not know.” : 

The Bible says in Matthew 1:23 
—‘Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Em- 
manuel.” 


He Denies Jesus as Only 
Saviour 


On page 35 of his book, The Sun 
and the Umbrella, he says; “Jesus 
has consequently become a prob- 
lem and not a power, a wall and 
not a door, a substitute for God 
and not a mediator. To call Jesus 
God is to substitute an idol for In- 
carnation; to call him Saviour, in 
the ultimate sense, is to deny that 
all salvation comes from God our 
Saviour and from Him alone in 
order that God might be all in all.” 

The Bible says in John 4:42 
—‘For we have heard him our- 
selves, and know that this is in- 
deed the Christ, the Saviour of 
the world.” 


He Denies That Jesus 
Was Sinless 


He says, on page 27 in the same 


“The writers could not quite deny 
tensions, fear and problems in the 
life of Jesus, but it did present 
him as sinless, and thereby robbed 
him of his humanity.” And on page 
30, ‘““‘The sinlessness of Jesus is an 
Umbrella which keeps away from 
us the truth that God longs to 
become organically incarnate in 
us.” 

The Bible says in Hebrews 4:15 
—“But Jesus was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin.” I Peter 2:22—‘Who did 
no sin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth.” 


He Says the Bible May Have 
Misled Jesus 

He says on page 40 in the book, 

The Sun and the Umbrella; ‘‘Jesus 

himself, then, may have been mis- 


led as well as helped by the use|; 


of Scripture both outside, in his 
struggle with Jewish orthodoxy, 
and within, in his own creative 
imagination and interpretation.” 


The Bible says in Hebrews 1:2 
—"“God hath. in these last days 
spoken unto us BY his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the 
worlds.” 


He Denies the Purpose of the 
Death of Christ 


In his book, The Sun and the 
Umbrella, on page 31, he says, 
“The God of love needs no placa- 
ting, no offering once for all to 
satisfy Him.” “It constructed, in- 
stead, an Umbrella to keep away 
the bright sunlight of God’s love. 
By doctrines insisting on a blood- 
thirsty God—that is, that He re- 
quired Jesus’ death before He 
could allow Himself to love us, 
so that He even sent His Son 
basically to die.” 

The Bible says in John 3:16 
—‘For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” Hebrews 9:22 
says; “And almost all things are 
by the law purged with blood; 
and without shedding of. blood is 
no remission.” 


He Questions the Resurrection 
According to Mr. Ferre, all of 


these doctrines are an umbrella 


shutting out the Iove of God. In 
the book, The Sun and the Um- 
brella, on page 32 he says, “So 
also with the Resurrection! God 
was not thought intentionally to 
use death within His creative 
purpose. It had to be interpret- 
ed as man’s worst enemy and as 
the wages of sin.” In his book, 
The Christian Understanding of 
God, he says on page 212: “But 
are We not using equivocal lang- 
uage about. the resurrection 
when we cannot maintain that 
we can prove that the human 
Jesus arose and yet believe that 
the resurrection is a crucial part 
of the incarnation?” And on page 
213 of the same book, he says: 
“If he did rise, however, was it 
not most likely a spiritual rather 
than a physical resurrection?” 
The Bible says in Luke 24:3 
and 6, “And they entered in, and 
found not the body of the Lord 
Jesus.” “He is not here, but is 
risen: remember how he = spake 
unto you when he was yet in 
Galilee.” John 11:25 says, “I am 
the resurrection, and the life; 
he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live.” 


He Doubts the Second Coming 
| of Christ 


He says on page 23 of The Sun 
and the Umbrella: “The doctrine 
of the Second Coming became, 
perhaps, the darkest of all the 
Umbrellas. It completely shuts out 
the living God, embracing and 
reconciling all men with His eter- 
nal time and power. Instead, the 
doctrine of the Second Coming 
denied the concept, as Jesus 
stated it, of God’s being love, for 


all mankind would be extinguish-- 


ed or tormented forever except 
the few who would escape punish- 
ment through faith in the merits 
of Jesus. It seems doubtful that 
Jesus ever taught such a doc- 
trine.” 


Jesus said in John 14:3—“And 
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if I go and prepare a place for 


|you, I will come again, and re- 


ceive you unto myself, that where 
I am, there ye may be also.” 


He Says the New Testament 
Is Not Reliable 


On page 41 of The Sun and the 
Umbrella, he says: “The material 
is so. plentiful and generally 
seems so contrived, that the 
strongest evidence against the re- 
liability of the New ‘Testament 
as a historic record, particularly 
concerning the life of Jesus, gath- 
ers precisely at this point.” 

The Bible says in II Timothy 
3:16—“All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” 

* * * 

You ask the question, “Why 
are these men in the ministry and 
what do they expect to accomp- 
lish?” Permit me to answer you 
with scripture. 


1—They are unsaved servants of 
Satan and are working out his 
plan for this world, 


II Thessalonians 2:9 and 10 says, 
“Even him, whose coming is after 
the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying won- 
ders, and with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness in them that 
perish; because they received. not 
the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved.” 


II Corinthians 11:13-15 _ says, 
“For such are false apostles, de- 
ceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of 
Christ. And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an 
angel of light. Therefore, it is no 
preat thing if his ministers also 
be transformed as ministers. of 
righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works.” 
2—There is personal gain. 

Jude.16 says, “These are mur- 
murers, complainers, walking af- 
ter their own lusts; and their 
mouth speaketh great. swelling 
words, having men’s persons in 
admiration because of advantage.” 

II Peter 2:3 says, “And through 
covetousness shall they with feign- 
ed words make merchandise of 
you: whose judgment now of a 
long time lingereth not, and their 
damnation slumbereth not,” 


On Communism 


We believe communism to be 
the political system of Satan. Its 
very method of conquer and rule 
is built from “lies,” “murder,” 
“stealing” and “immorality.” 

It’s interesting to note when- 
ever a minister turns from the 
Gospel of Christ, he warms up to 
communist ideology. These men 
become Satan’s chief agents to 
spearhead and pave the way for 
his power. They serve as a condi- 
tioner for the minds of the masses. 


Mr. Ferre says on page 66 in 
his book Return to Christianity: 
“The social patterns of private 
profit are painfully destructive of 
the very basic ideals of a Chris- 
tian society and must give way 
to a new social system.” Then on 
page 67 of the same book he 
says: ‘History shows plainly that 
the world is spiraling toward so- 
cialization,.”’ This is with his ap- 
proval, 


Russia Referred to in 
Glowing Terms 

In the Return to Christianity 
on page 69, he says: “‘Whatever 
may or may not happen to Rus- 
sia after this, we have all seen 
how prodigiously educable man is 
and how effective social patterns 
can be even within a short period 
of time.” And on page 71 of the 
same book he says, ‘The back- 
wardness of some regions of the 
world is no excuse for continued 
domination and exploitation. Rus- 
sia in one generation became a 
highly literate nation.’ 


He Advocates the Whole 
World Be Under Cen- 
-tralized Control 
On page 69 of the Return ‘to 
Christianity he says, “The prob- 
lem boils down to our need for 
an adequate international organi- 
zation based on adequate inter- 
national authority over all com- 
mon judicial, military and eco- 

nomic functions.” 


He Denounces Competition 

In the book, Return to Chris- 
tianity on page 70, he says, “The 
of co-opera- 


tion, in terms of the doing away 
with man’s greatest social burden, 
our present divisive and excessive 
militarism, and the production 
instead aimost entirely of posi- 
tive economic goods, would make 
odious as a nightmare the old 
system of competition, conflict, 
and continuous destruction.” 


The Editor Adds a Comment 
Above we have reproduced a 


four-page folder by Dr. Harlan 


J. O'Dell, 2400 Cleveland Avenue, 
N.W., Canton, Ohio. Extra copies 
of this article may be had in 
pamphlet form by writing Dr. 
O’Dell. We urge those who ask for 
extra copies to send along a gift, 
at least lec a copy. And do not 
leave Pastor O’Dell to pay the 
expenses alone. 


Dr. Nels F. S. Ferre’ denies 
every fundamental of the Chris- 
tian faith, and has done so in 
print, repeatedly. The great Meth- 
odist camp meeting at Lake Juna- 
luska, North Carolina, last sum- 
mer cancelled his engagement 
there because of vigorous pro- 
test on the part of Methodist 
laymen, led by Dr. Walter A. 
White, of 17 Third Avenue, N.E., 
Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. Ferre gave 
the Gay Lectures at Southern 
Baptist Seminary, Louisville, in 
1947. Some of his books are sug- 
gested and required reading for 
ministerial students in the semi- 
nary now, and Dr. Ferre is open- 
ly defended now by some of the 
faculty and administration. Last 
June he was a regular speaker 
at Meredith Baptist College for 
women at Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina, 

Dr. Ferre is an infidel in the 
historic, dictionary definition of 
the term. That is, he denies the 
essential doctrines of the Chris- 
tian -faith and the divine inspira- 
tion of the Bible. 

Is Dr. Nels F. S. Ferre saved? 
The Scripture answers, ‘‘Whoso- 
ever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both 
the Father and the Son” (II John 
9), One may be wrong on minor 
doctrines and be a Christian. But 
for one to deny the essential 
deity of Jesus Christ, His virgin 
birth, His blood atonement, and 
His resurrection from the dead 
means that he does not abide 
in the doctrine of Christ and that 
he “hath not God.” 

What should Christians do in 
relation to false teachers like Dr. 
Ferre? The answer of the Scrip- 
ture is, “If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: For 
he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds.” (II 
John 10, 11). We are not to re- 
ceive him in our houses, not to 
eall him a fellow Christian, and 
not to bid him Godspeed. Cer- 
tainly we are not to support him 
with money. 


ye not unequally yoked together | 
with unbelievers . .. Wherefore. 
come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you. And will 
be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 
6:14-18). 

It is a sin for a Christian to 
yoke up with an_ unbeliever, 
whether in denominations or oth- 
erwise. No Christian should give 
a dime for the support of an in- 
fidel or for institutions that push 
that infidelity. 

Again, what does the Scripture 
say about such false prophets? 

Paul answered by divine inspira- 
tion, “But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed. For do I now 
persuade men, or God? or do I 
seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ” (Gal. 1:8, 9). 
~The Gospel Paul preached is 
given us in I Corinthians 15:3, 4: 
“|, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; 
And that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day ac- 
cording to the scriptures.” 

Methodist laymen by threaten- 
ing to cut off support stopped this 
infidel from. preaching at Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina, the 


‘Christians withdrawing support 


Again the Scripture says, “Be | 


great Methodist camp meeting. By 


from Southern Baptist Seminary, 
from Meredith College, and from 
any other organization or program 
which caters to infidels and uses 
them, Christians of America can 
largely bring to a halt and stop 
completely the inroads of modern- 
ism among sound denominations, 
THERE IS NO WAY TO STOP 
MODERNISM WHILE WE SUP- 
PORT IT WITH MONEY! Meth- 
odist bishops, Baptist state secres 
tartes and leaders all can under- 
stand it when common Christian 
people set out to follow Christ 
and the Bible WITH ‘THEIR 
MONEY as well as with their 
prayers and testimonies. Anybody 
who talks for Christ and the Bible 
and then with his money sup- 
ports infidels like Nels Ferre and 
supports institutions which teach 
their books and pay for their 
lectures, is acting a hypocrite 
and will have to give an account 
to God for supporting infidelity. 
Denominational idolatry will not 
be an acceptable excuse before 
God when he is required to stand 


}at the judgment seat of Christ and 


give an account of why he usé@ 
his money to support infidels and 
to break down the faith of come 
mon Christians in the Word of 
God. 


We congratulate Dr. Walter A; 
White, Methodist layman of Atlan- 
ta, for his great work in stirring 
up Methodists to have Dr. Ferre’s 
engagement at Lake Junaluska, 
North Carolina, cancelled. We 
hope to give a detailed account 
of that matter soon. 


Please mention THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD when answer- 
ing alvertisements. 


“, « « @ Source of encouragement fo all whe 
faithfully serve outside the limelight . . .™ 
“. . . Will be treasured by many .. .” 
“. «thrilling story” 


When Billy Graham 
Found Christ 


is the story of how a group of 
in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, began to pray for 
revival, and what happened as @ 
result. Not meant to be an ex- 
planation of Billy Graham, this 


Christian laymen 


book tells of this great evangelist’s 
conversion. 

Written hy Rev, Edward 4. 
Ham, nephew of Dr. Mordecad 
Ham, under whom Billy Graham 
was saved, this charming and deé- 
tailed narrative will prove most 
interesting to you. Your heart wiff 
be warmed and your faith will be 
strengthened as you -see an eke 
ample of what God can do. 
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When Billy Graham Founé 
Christ has a nice, two-color paper 
cover, four full-page pictures. Sells 
for only 50c. Has 48 big pages. 
Get your copy today from your 
bookseller or order from the Sword 
of the Lord Publishers, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Ilinois. 
Please include 5e¢ for postage and 
handling charges. 
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Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 21, 1955 


Sanctified 


——E 


Backbone 


By Rev. S. E. Henderson 
Methodist Minister, Box 369, Talihina, Oklahoma 


“And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that 


thing which I do; Seeing that 


Abraham shall surely become 


a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he wul com- 
mand his children and his household after him, and they 
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; 
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him.” —Gen. 18:17-19. 


Abraham's wife, Sarah, was go-) 
ing to have a child. The Lord 
in His covenant with Abraham 
told him his descendants would 
be as many as the stars in those 
clear Syrian skies. This good man 
and his wife had waited for chil- 
dren till the time had passed when 
women normally have children. 
The barrenness of old age came 
and hope was all but gone. Then, 
in Sarah’s ninetieth year, an 
angel spoke to the patriarch say- 
ing: “Sarah thy wife shall have 
a son.” 


There are few experiences that 
come to men more thrilling than 
the knowledge that the first baby 
is on the way. To some men it 
is like wine in the veins. 

Jeff Johnson was a hillbilly 
farmer back in Missouri. He learn- 
ed his wife Immer was going to 
have a baby. Jeff was quite 
thrilled. A day or so later his wife 
came on Jeff with his head in 
the rain barrel, muttering “Daddy! 
Daddy!”’ His spouse asked why he 
was doing that. He said, “I just 
wanted to hear how it. sounds.” 


It does something to a couple 
when they learn the first heir is 
on the way. A nice couple lived 
in one of my charges. They wanted 
a child, but the child did not 
come. They talked with me in 
regard to it, and asked what I 
thought about adopting a child. 
I suggested they consult their 
family physician first. Two months 
later I visited them I detected 
a new joy in their hearts as soon 
as I entered their home. The 
young husband, (he was about 
thirty-five) said: 

» “Reverend Henderson, we have 
good news. A baby is coming to 
live with us.” 


I said, ‘“Have you thanked God 
for this blessing?” He affirmed 
that he certainly had. Then he 
began to talk about the kind of 
home they should have. He and his 


wife saw a home where love was 


the law and where mama and papa 
were dedicated to high ideals. 

“Yes,” said the mother-to-be, 
“we have talked it over. We feel 
we are called to as holy a mission 
as yours, sir.” 

I said, “You are entirely right. 
It is a holy mission. You pray 
about it, and be prepared for it.” 


I. God Wants Good Fathers 


There are fathers, and then there 
are just children-getters without 
conscience. The richest treasure 
any nation can ever have is good 
Christian fathers. What consti- 
tutes a good dad anyway? A good 
father will provide for his family. 
He may not provide much, but he 
will provide the best he can. He 
will protect the family with 
all the bravery of a_ soldier 
on guard. He will pull his portion 
of the load. He certainly will not 
impose on his teammate. 

Moses Jackson was in trouble 
with the court about stealing 
chickens. The judge read the 
charges. Then he said, 

“Moses, what is your means of 
support?” 

Moses looked back toward the 
rear of the courtroom and said, 
“Liza, stand up!” 

Like the old street corner phil- 
osopher said: “It looks like one 
woman ought to support one 
man.” . 

A family, to live well, ought to 
have economic stability. It has 
been my observation that an in- 
secure family is not a good church 
family, and we feel sure, not as 
much help to the community and 
state as if they had an income 
sufficient to provide a margin 
above the actual needs. 

A drinker cannot qualify. This 
liquor business is fiendishly cruel. 
It is appalling that this nation 
of ours spends twice as much 
for booze as for education, three 
times as much for the stuff that 
eats out the brain as for religion. 
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The devil is strutting his ‘stuff 
in our day. He is endeavoring to 
make people everywhere believe 
that we are in the midst of a great 
world-wide spiritual revival, This 
is not true. Do not misunderstand 
me. Many people are being saved 
because the Gospel is_ being 
preached, and the Gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation. But 
arevival has to do with the 
church. The churches, with nearly 
100,000,000 members, are in the 
worst spiritual condition they have 
been in my lifetime; and I have 
been preaching fifty-seven years. 
When the line of demarcation be- 
tween the church and the world is 
rubbed out, that is compromise. 
It is far better to have convictions 
strong enough to divide than to 
have convictions so weak that peo- 
ple compromise to go along. Re- 
member the nearly 100,000,000 
church members include Catholics, 
-. Jews, Christian Scientists, Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses, modernists, funda- 
mentalists, and all the rest of them. 
We would be in better spiritual 
condition if there were 20,000,000 
separated, uncompromising, fight- 
ing, evangelical, orthodox Chris- 
tian church members than we are 
with nearly 100;000,000, many of 
whom are pussy-footers and com- 
promisers. Bob Jones University 
stands without apology for the old- 
time religion and the authority of 
_of the Bible and a separated Chris- 


Jr. DOD Jones 


tian life for all of God’s children. 
We are training leaders that stand 
for something. We are asking 
God’s orthodox people everywhere 
to pray for us. We are not going 
to surrender at Bob Jones Univer- 
sity. Wherever this road leads we 
are going to keep traveling. We 
are not going to support any co- 
operative program unless that pro- 
gram is out and out for old-time 
orthodoxy and the Gospel. As 
Christians we know that we cannot 
be on both sides of this issue. We 
have taken the side of the Gos- 
pel and the side of our Lord, and 
we propose to stand. We are ask- 
ing you to pray for us as never 
before that God will give our al- 
most 1,000 young preachers who 
are students in our institution and 
our missionary boys and girls and 
all the rest of the student body 
courage to stand without compro- 
mise, not only now but until the 
.Lord comes. ari ete 
Ye have an expansion program. 
We need money for our buildings. 
We also need money for our mis- 
sionary work and for the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund. Won’t you 
help us? If you believe in the 
battle we are fighting, please 
stand by us. Thank you and God 
bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C, 


(Advertisement) 


This country spent nine billion 
dollars last year on booze. Men 
drinking up their wages, and wife 
and babies needing food, medicine, 
and clothes. God help the children 
with a drunken father who comes 
home and terrorizes the whole 
family. A sensible woman will 
no more marry a drunkard than 
she would go into a cage with a 
boa constricter! 


We referred to fathers as good 
providers. That ought to be their 
aim. Providing for creature needs, 
food, clothes, houses, is important. 
Yet it isn’t enough. Man doesn’t 
live by bread alone. He is not just 
an intestine. Children have souls. 
They are made for God and are 
not happy until they rest in Him. 
Abraham had made provisions for 
that. The record mentions his 
material prosperity (Gen. 13:2). 
We have seen some rich men’s 
sons who made monkeys of them- 
selves. And daughters—we confess 
we have often wanted to spank 
Barbara Hutton. Rich men’s sons 
are at great disadvantage. A boy 
turned loose with an automobile 
and a checkbook needs help and 
love and a friend. It is clear that 
the early years of your child’s life 
must be used to give that bent to 
Christianity and goodness which 
will endure throughout the dan- 
gerous period of adolescence when 
children want to cut loose from 
dad and paddle their own canoe. 
The greatest heritage a father 
can leave a son is a good name. 


Good name, my lord, in men and 
women is 

The immediate jewel of their 
souls, 

Who steals my purse steals trash. 

"Tis something, nothing; ’twas 

mine, tis his. 

But he that filches from me my 

good name 

Robs me of that which not en- 

riches him 

But makes me poor indeed. 


Some men went to Robert E. 
Lee after the Civil War and of- 
fered him $50,000 to use his name 
to promote a gambling proposi- 
tion. Lee told them the name of 
Lee was not for sale, 


A good father will have a keen 
sense of spiritual values. He will 
labor to get the ‘inheritance: in- 
corruptible that is reserved in 
Heaven, and fadeth not away.’ 
Sound Christian character is the 
greatest wealth of all. There are 
more ministers’ children listed in 
Who’s Who than from any other 
calling or profession. Think of the 
Wesley home in Epworth, Eng- 
land, in the 18th century. Samuel 
Wesley was hard put to feed 
fifteen growing children. Think 
of what that home did for the 
world! 


II. Priests of Religion 


The world needs fathers who 
will be priests of religion and 
preside at prayers. The golden 
age of American family life was 
back in the pioneer times. That 
was the Presbyterian age, when 
each family had a large, heavy 
Bible. If we could only bring it 
back! The family altar means 
family love. It is the family seek- 
ing the great enduring things. 


I had a banker friend who had 
grown careless. He was a money- 
maker. His wife’s hands glittered 
with diamonds. He lived in the 
biggest house in that town. A 
sweet little girl had come to his 
home. She was his whole life. One 
night he went to revival meeting. 
The revivalist pleaded with par- 
ents for a consecration of their 
lives for their children’s sake. My 
banker friend went forward for 
prayer. Something happened that 
changed his life. He went home 
that night and awoke his wife 
and little girl. “Things must be 
different in this house,” he said. 
He got a Bible and read, then 
kneeled and the three of them 
prayed. 

There are a great many men 
who should lead their families 
in religion. Robert Burns, the 
ploughboy poet. of. Ayrshire. im- 
mortalized Scottish piety at 
its noblest with a great poem 
—“Cotter’s Saturday Night.” 
He pictured a hard-handed old 
Scottish peasant at prayers. In 
loving terms Burns pictures the 
old peasant, great in his simple 
faith. He had done a hard day’s 
work in the field and as chill night 
crept over the hills and moors 
of bonny Scotland he and his 
family partook of their frugal sup- 


had been used to seeing Scottish 
religious life: 


The cheerful supper done, wi 
serious faces 
They round the ingle form @ 
circle wide; 
The sire turns over with patri- 
archal grace 


pride: 
His bonnet reverently is laid aside, 
His lyart haffets wearing thin and 
bare; 


The big ha’ Bible, ance his father’s }. 


knee. He trusted you. His faith 
evoked the good side of your 
nature. Through you, he came to 
get some understanding of God. 
Your love was real. The God you 
served will make him want that 
God, too. 


V. Stern in Discipline 


A good father will have a stern 
element, too. This is a day when 
there is much laxity and when 
children are inclined to run the 
home. God said He knew Abraham 


The commandment adjures_ the 


Reformed- Church in Washington 


often 


They will hear the Divine Book 


Those strains that once in zion 
did sweetly glide 


(Continued on page 6) 


He wails a portion with judicious 
care: 

And “Let us worship God” he said 
with solemn air. 


Ill. Patterns of Conduct 


We need fathers who will go 
before their children, go the right 
direction and do the right things. 
It takes a brave man to dare to 
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be in the right with two or three. 


child to “honour thy father and thy 
mother.” It lays a heavy hand 
on us fathers. It means that there 
should be something about us that 
the child can honour. 


Theodore Roosevelt was an ideal 
father. How lovingly his sons 
spoke of him! They called him 
“The Old Lion!” He was a faith- 
ful attendant at the Little Dutch 


all through his presidency. He 
exhorted the members to 
be regular in attendance. Once 
he said: “The family should be at 
church on the Sabbath mornings. 


read. They will meet their friends 
when they are at their best. They 
may not always hear a good ser- 
mon, but they will hear a sermon 
by a good man.” 


In these days there is much 
talk about “moral re-armament.” 
I like that phrase. Our nation is 
strong only as far as it stands 
aligned with God’s moral order. 
“God is our refuge and strength.” 
Our strength doesn’t lie in H- 
bombs, in planes, in tanks, nor 
guided missiles. It is in our 
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spiritual ideals that we have 
strength. Throughout our land 
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Write for free, complete, descriptive catalog. 


there are Sunday Schools and 
churches for your convenience. 
Here is your chance to help in 
the great task of instilling ideals 
into children and youth. The 
father who goes to the golf course 
on Sunday morning is leading in 
the wrong direction. The father 
who catches up with his book- 
work during the eleven o'clock 
hour on Sundays, the father that 
mows the lawns, prunes his hedge, 
reads newspapers, while his empty 
pew is witnessing to his absence 
from God’s house, is definitely a 
bad influence, and squarely on the 
Devil’s side. We are quite familiar 
with the old excuse, “* “The Sab- 
bath was made for man.’ There- 
fore it is justifiable for me to go 
down to the lakeside and fish. Why 
shouldn’t I use Sundays for plea- 
sure, and drive to some play- 
ground, or park and spend the 
day?” You surely know that half 
of the children of America are not 
in any Church School, and that 
your church is fighting a battle 
against immorality, and that you 
are crippling it, and obstructing 
its work, 


IV. Evanvelize Children 

A good father will evangelize 
his children. The Lord said of Ab- 
raham’s children “they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice 
and judgment” (Gen. 18:19). 
Father and mother are the best 
evangelists. The father that walks 
before his children will have the 
greatest thrill of his life when 
he sees his children taking the 
vows of the church. 

I was baptizing a boy one day. 
I said, “Who do you want to come 
up here and stand by you.” 

He said, “I want my Dad.” 

His dad was a garage mechanic. 


close pals since he was a small 
toddler. The man stood near the 
altar and -wiped tears from his 
eyes with hard, rough hands. Many 
a father cherishes memories when 
a little tot followed him every- 
where. The companionship of chil- 
dren is more precious than gold of 
Ophir. Your boy may be in Korea 
or some other far place of the 
world. You want to see him, but 
have to be content with a look 
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at his photograph. He is a man 
now, but memory transports you | 
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Page Five 


We are grateful for a fine letter 
from EVANGELIST BUCKNER 
FANNING, P. O. Box 222, Dallas, 
Texas, in which he told of a good 
revival at Hyde Park Baptist 
Church, Austin, Texas, where Dr. 


Lory Hildreth is pastor. During 
- the eight-day meeting there were 
..98 additions to the church, he re- 


ports, with a number of young peo- 
ple surrendering for special ser- 
vice, and many rededications. 


Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, says: 
“One of the most gifted evangel- 
ists of our generation is Buckner 
Fanning. Recently he led us in 
a revival and God greatly blessed 
his efforts. The thirst of Heaven 
is in his soul and the eloquence 
of angels is on his lips.” Other 
commendations were likewise as 
enthusiastic. 


Brother Fanning is a new sub- 
scriber to THE SworD OF THE LorD, 
and “I want you to know ‘how 
much I have enjoyed it,” he says. 
Pray for his ministry. God bless 


* * *k 


EVANGELIST JIMMY O’- 
QUINN of P. O. Box 1757, Tex- 
arkana, Texas, led Third Street 
Baptist Church, Waco, Texas, in 
a fine revival September 7-18. 
The pastor, Rev. Doyle Darwin, 
wrote a fine word about the rev- 
ival and the evangelist, and he 
reports 32 additions to the church 
(20 came for baptism and 12 by 
letter). Other decisions were made 
in many hearts. “We thank God 
over and over again for Brother 
O’Quinn’s coming to be with us. 
We need more preachers who will 
fight sin as he does. He is a 
wonderful evangelist to work 
with; some day we hope to have 
him back,” the pastor writes. 

*K * * 


A fine letter has been received 
by the editor from EVANGELIST 
EDDIE WAGNER (7 Quillen Ave., 
N. Little Rock; Arkansas), author 
of the recently-published sermon, 
*“Davy-Davy Crockett.” When he 
wrote September 16, he was at 
Emery Park Baptist Church, 
Tucson, Arizona, where Rev. Don 
Gagnon is pastor, with the revival 


just beginning. The two meetings 


prior to this one were in the 
Tucson area also—Mission Park 
Baptist Church of Tucson, Rev. 
Al Spice, pastor—a mission work 
——September 11-18, and First Bap- 
tist Church of Benson, Arizona, 
September 18-25. Rev. Basil 
Holmes is pastor at Benson, hav- 
ing been there only two months. 
Brother Wagner reports a number 
saved at the last place, including 
one Catholic woman. No doubt we 
will have reports for readers di- 
rectly from the pastors. 


We are so glad the Lord con- 
tinues to bless our brother, who 
was for a long period on the 
Sword Staff of Evangelists. He is 
a fine and loyal friend to this 
editor and THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. 

* * * 

EVANGELIST WALT HAND- 
FORD, Wheaton, Illinois, just clos- 
ed a blessed meeting with the 
Sparlingville Baptist Church of 
Port Huron, Michigan. The pastor, 
Rev. Jack Oliver, wrote the edit- 
or, “During the meetings there 
were 12 saved. One was a Luth- 
eran man—a real trophy of God’s 
grace and a wonderful answer to 
many prayers. We also had a 
couple in their 50’s who are re- 
joicing in the Lord and witness- 
ing for Him. We also had an In- 
dian lady saved and are hoping 
to be able to reach the rest of 
that family for Christ. ‘There 
were 13 rededications to the Lord 
by ba¢ksliders which we feel will 
be a real blessing to our church 


and community. One young father 


surrendered his life for service.” 


The pastor, who had been work- 
ing as.a butcher during the week 
as a means of livelihood, felt de- 
finitely led of God to quit his 
job and step out by faith full- 
time as pastor of the church as a 
result of one of the Evangelist’s 
sermons on trusting the Lord. 

Rev. Oliver said he could “cer- 
tainly highly recommend him (E- 


Evang iets 


{REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


m By the Editor 


| vangelist Handford) to anyone for 


service anywhere, He is a very 
good preacher and longs to see 
souls saved.” 

oe * x 


The pastor of Mt. Zion Bible 
Baptist Church near Tyler, Texas, 
Rev. Dan Reece, reports a good 
revival led by EVANGELIST G. 
P. COMER, Box 5889, Dallas 22, 
Texas. He says, ‘“‘There were 19 
unchurched and lost saved and 
added to the church, 60 rededica- 
tions ... 9 young people surrender- 
éd for special work and 11 family 
altars were begun in the homes.” 
Plans are being made for Evangel- 
ist Comer to return for 30 days 
next summer. 

* * Sal 


EVANGELIST PETE - RIGGS 
recently conducted a_ city-wide 
tent revival at Olney, Illinois, un- 
der the sponsorship of the Olney 
Ministerial Association. Local 
newspaper coverage was excellent 
and daily write-ups were printed. 
Starting with 1,000 present on the 
opening night, the meeting saw an 
estimated 18,000 people in attend- 
ance during the two weeks, in- 
cluding 2,300 the closing night, the 
greatest religious crowd in Olney 
history. Over -300 decisions were 
reported during the meeting. 


Converted opera singer, Bill 
Carle, presented solos nightly and 
Bill Weston directed the 80-voice 
choir and the congregational sing- 
ing. 

* * * 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST JOE B. RICE was in a rivival 
campaign in Olamon, Maine, re- 
cently. Rev. Bob Dunlop of Pas- 
sadumkeag, Maine, is trying to 
establish a church there, and 
Brother Joe dropped by on. his 
way home from New Brunswick 
to help. There were seven conver- 
sions while Brother Joe was 
there. The attendance was very 
small, but there seems to be real 
hope of a fine soul-winning church 
in this Maine community under 
the leadership of Pastor Dunlop. 


307 Sundays! 


By Evangelist Bill Rice 


While in a revival campaign 
in Prichard, Alabama, the team 
was invited to a lovely country 
home for a dinner spread in a 
grove of beautiful trees on the side 
lawn of a lovely home. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rambo, their children and 
grandchildren, had spread a lovely 
banquet for us. It was a lovely 
occasion, not only because of the 
splendid foods that were spread 
in such deliciousness and abund- 
ance, but because of the happy 
fellowship the large group so ob- 
viously enjoyed. After the meal, 
Grandfather Rambo asked Cathy 
and me and Ellis Zehr to walk 
to the house with him. We went 
and he proudly showed us the 
modest but lovely home. He then 
showed us pictures of his absent 
son, a colonel in the Air Force. 
After telling us how wonderful 
the absent members of the family 
were, he brought out a calendar. 
We noticed that the Sundays on 
the calendar were numbered—301, 
302, 303, etc., up to 307. The 307, 
he explained, was the previous 
Sunday and that was how many 
Sundays he had attended Sunday 
School and church without missing. 
He explained that he had lived a 
life of sin. He had left God out of 
his life. He was so far from God 
that his closest friends were great- 
ly disturbed and had prayed much 
for ‘him. ; 


Then one Friday night he went 
to the Wilson Avenue Baptist 
Church to see a gospel film. He 
was greatly moved and stirred as 


the saw the gospel message unfold, 


but he made no decision for Christ. 
The following Sunday night he 
again went to church and the very 
same film was shown again! This 
time, when the invitation was 
given, he turned to a son-in-law 
who stood by and said, “Let’s go 


write-up of campaign.) — 


i fourth of the city’s Se ase gathered @ at a4 tent "i 
the closing service of Dr. Pete Rigg’s campaign in Olney, Illi- 
nois. An estimated 1,300 outside the tent cannot be seen. (See 


“(Continued from page 1) 


thing fer.the substance; just give 
them the husk, and they don’t care 
for the wheat. 


We read that this man stood 
and prayed “with himself.’ That is 
a queer way to pray. He stood up 
there and stretched himself, and 
said, “God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are;” and this, 
too, while the angels in Heaven 
were veiling their faces, and cry- 
ing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord!” 
But this man is full-of himself, He 
goes on to tell God all about his 
goodness, as if God didn’t know 


him better than he knew him- 
self. Just listen to him. “I fast 
twice in the week.” His church 


only told him to fast once, so, 
you see, he is laying God under 
obligation to him by fasting twice 
as much as is_ necessary. “I give 
tithes of all that I possess.” Oh 
yes, he thought a great deal of 
himself for that! Just as some peo- 
ple think a great deal of them- 
selves for their gifts to the cause 
of religion in these days. I have 
no doubt there are some people 
who say, “Oh yes, I will give some- 
thing toward that Tabernacle and 
those meetings. They are very 
good things for common people, 
but then, of course, they are not 
of any use to me.” 

“Oh, yes, I will give you fifty 
dollars for your church if you will 
be sure to put my name in the 
newspapers.” 

Many a man gives his money 
patronizingly, and thinks he is 
doing something for God; but God 
doesn’t know any thing about such 
gifts; He never writes down any 
such credits in the book of life. 

There is another curious thing 
about this man’s prayer. ‘There 
isn’t any confession of sin in it, 
because the man doesn’t think he 
has any sins to confess. Still more, 
the man doesn’t ask for any thing; 
he is so well satisfied with him- 
self that he is wholly taken up 
talking to the Lord about his 
righteousness: He has everything 
he wants. 

It seems to me that was a very 
prayerless prayer. He said a pray- 
er, but he didn’t pray any. 

Now take a good look at this 
Pharisee, and see who he is like. 
His prayer has thirty-four words 
in it, and there are nine great 
capital I’s. If he prayed as long 


to the altar and get right with 
God.” And he went! 

And since that night he has 
never missed a service. He said 
he had promised God that he 
would never be absent from 
church another Sunday as long 
as he lived and had strength to go. 
Today he is a faithful servant of 
Christ, and the head of a lovely 
Christian family. 

The film he saw? It was “The 
Missing Christians,” by Evangel 
Films of Portland, Oregon. 

And this testimony to the power 
of the Gospel of Christ as portray- 
ed in a film is nothing new to 
me. I have seen so many who 
| eould- testify that they were .won 
to Christ by use of a gospel film. 
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The Pharisee and the Publican 


as some people do, and put in “‘T’s” 
in proportion, the printer would 
have to go and borrow some capi- 
tal “T’s” if he wanted to set it up. 
If you have such a man in -your 
churches you find him always 
ready. to pray when the min- 
ister asks him, but it is always a 
cold, prayerless prayer, that puts 
everybody to sleep. There are 
many men in your churches who, 
if they got a look at themselves 
in God’s looking-glass, would find 
themselves very much like this 
Pharisee. 


man, His prayer is short; 


The Publican, A Self- 
Cenfessed Sinner 
Now take a look at the other 
there 
(Continued on page 7) 
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When Time Runs Out 


Sobering thought 
thoroughly in Death... 


Roberson, 


“Here 


Chapter titles include “Shall 
We Know Each Other in Heav- 
en?” “The Ideal Funeral Ser- 
mon,’ “What Happens When a 
Baby Dies?” “Tears Gone For- 
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. What Then? 


and one dealt with 
and After? by Dr. Lee 


pastor of the great Highland Park 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, and 
president of Tennessee Temple Schools, 


instruction, thoughtful, 


tender, true to the Word of God which will com- 
fort the sorrowing, instruct the uninformed, and 
warn the unrepentant,” 


says Dr. V. Raymond 


Edman, president, Wheaton College. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 21, 1955 


"The ‘Master's Face” 


New Soul-Winning Film 
Reaps Continuing Harvest 


From all parts of the United 
States and Canada, reports are 
coming of souls being won to 
Christ through “The Master’s 
Face,” new 16mm sound motion 
picture released by Gospel Films, 
Inc., of Muskegon, Michigan. 
Charles Peterman, distributor for 
the Michigan firm, reports a wider 
initial distribution for the new pro- 
duction than any of the organiza- 
tion’s fifteen previous releases. 

At its initial showing, more 
than thirty decisions for Christ 
were reported, and the harvest 
has continued unabated through 
the summer and fall months. The 
film presents the salvation mes- 
sage with intense clarity, and con- 
cludes with an ideal setting for 
giving a public invitation to re- 
ceive Christ as Saviour. 

Pastors, evangelists and other 
Christian workers desiring to rent 
the film should write to Gospel 
Films, Ine., P.O. Box 455, Muske- 
gon, Michigan. The film is fifty 
minutes in length, rents for only 
$15 per showing. It is also avail- 
able for purchase. 


— Advertisement — 


A GOSPEL TEXT CALENDAR 
for 1956 
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Jesus SAID: EXCEPT a 

“ MAN BE BORN aGain. 
HE CANNOT SEE THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD. Joan: 


As low as 8c each in quantities 
Page size 7 x 11 
Circular free—sample 10c 
Gospel Folio Press — Box 41 
Grand Rapids 1, Mich. 


The Things You 
Can't Say-- 


Have you ever tried to 
lighten the burden of sorrow 
for some bereaved friend by 
an expression of sympathy, 
and found yourself at a loss 
for words? 

If you have had this experi- 
ence, you will remember how 
miserable and futile you felt, 
when the right words refused 
to come. 


But yeu can give— 


Bible Facts About 


HEAVEN 


“When the sorrow is more than 
we can bear, we read the little 
book again,’ wrote a couple who 
lost. their littbe girl in death. “This 
little book has helped me rebuild 
a shattered faith after I had sud- 
denly lost my 17-year-old son,” 
writes another. Hundreds of like 
testimonies are in our files. 

This precious book has been a 
strong consolation to many thou- 
sands of people who have walked 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death with their loved ones, and 
have come back alone... a com- 
fort because it answers from the 
Bible so many questions that 
plague the heart. 

What a lovely gift it will make. 
Over 225,000 copies have rolled off 
the presses. Pastors will find it a 
sweet token to use in the circles of 
the bereaved. Many undertakers 
regularly give copies to saddened 
families, Why don’t you buy sev- 
eral copies. 


Price for 64 pages only 50c 
ETRE 6S ier ES TS a Tia, 


Sanctified 


Backbone 


(Continued from page 4) 


would command his children after 
him. Our pioneer fathers and 
mothers showed a strength of will. 
They possessed a firmness that 
this generation of parents need to 
have, 


Not long ago I was visiting at 
a home where the 13-year-old 
daughter wanted to take the fam- 
ily car and go somewhere with 
her two companions. Her father 
said, “No!” She made a face, and 
jumped in the car and drove away. 
It is a terrific day for children to 
govern their parents. 


A motorist picked up a lad on 
the highway. The boy was crying. 
The motorist asked what was 
wrong. The boy said: “Home is 
not the same any more. Dad and 
Mom won’t mind me. I’m leaving.” 

Parents should be strong. I can’t 
find any other word. In my state 
juvenile delinquency is at high 
flood. In a high school in a city 
of ten thousand population in 
western Oklahoma the _ patrons 


were stunned when they learned 


| Love Christmas 


(Continued from page 1) 


and foreign countries. Now, before 
Christmas, you may send the regu- 
lar $5.00 for three one-year sub- 
scriptions (or for one three-year 
subscription) in the United States 
and receive this rich Christmas 
gift book free. In Canada and 
foreign countries, send $6.50 for 
the three-one-year subscriptions 
and receive this book absolutely 
free. 

The book is already being print- 
ed. This is written October 5. The 
type has already been set, and we 
are reading proof on it. Before 
you receive this paper, we trust 
that the presses will have already 
done their beautiful work, and 
that the books will be going to 
the bindery. We cannot promise 
that the books will be ready be- 
fore November 10, but they may 
be ready a week before that. And 
the early birds who send in their 
orders now will get the books 
without delay. 


Here Are the Rich Chapters 
In This Beautiful Christ- 
mas Gift Book 


We have, through the years, 
preached and. taught and written 
about Christmas. A good many 
souls have been saved and many 
thousands of Christians have 
been blessed by messages prepar- 
ed year after year. We have 
selected the best of these Christ- 
mas messages and give them here. 
The full-length chapters in the 
book are as follows: 


. I Love Christmas 

. The Shepherds’ Christmas 
. Gifts of the Wise Men 

. No Room for Jesus 

. Immanuel—“God With Us” 
. The Virgin-Born Saviour 

. Wonderful Jesus! 


Note the attractive features 
of this book. It will be printed 
on nice book paper, board covers. 
This book’s simulated cloth cov- 
er, a library-bound edition, will be 
reproduced in beautiful Christmas 
colors and the colors are perma- 
nent, washable. 

Forgive us if we seem overen- 
thusiastic. We believe you will be 
just as enthusiastic when you see 
the beautiful book and read these 
messages which God has already 
blessed to so many hearts. How 
glad we are to have them all in 
one beautiful volume to give to 
our friends and which they may 
give to their friends, 


We Beg You, Let Us Send 
30,000 Gift Subscriptions 
To the Sword 


Christmas will be here before 
you know it. We feel a great con- 
cern to send this life-transform- 
ing, soul-winning paper into tens 
of thousands of new homes. You 
can help us. In Jesus’ name, let’s 
give gifts this year that will bless 
the heart. THE SworpD OF THE LORD 
is such an ideal Christmas gift. 

Must Christ be shut out of 
Christmas? On the day that is 
meant to celebrate the birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, must we 
give gifts that do not honor Him, 
and waste the time in revelry 
and folly? Surely, if there is ever 


iO Ute Wwe 


(Continued on page 7) 


there were seventeen girls who 
were going to be mothers. We 
need parents who know where 
their children are and what they 
are doing. 


One day in midsummer I went 
fishing at Lake Lugert. It was 
a hot day and I had no water 
to drink but lake water. So I 
went over to what is known as 
Harry’s place. It is in reality a 
honky-tonk, but I was thirsty and 
thought I would get a bottle of 
pop. I walked up to the side of 
the house where there was a win- 
dow that customers used to call 
for sandwiches, or drinks. The 
keeper went with me. Inside the 
radio was playing dance music. 
About sixty young people were in 
there doing a dance. I asked the 
keeper of the lake where they 
were from. He said, ‘From towns 
round about here. Some of ‘em 
live as much as 75 miles away.” 

Somebody was failing as a 
dad. I admire the spirit of a cer- 
tain railroad president. There was 
to be a meeting of the stockhold- 
ers, and he had done much work 
to prepare for it. The night that 
he was to leave home for the 
meeting his daughter wanted to go 
to a preview of a show in a city 
some fifty miles away. He had 
old-fashioned ideas, and didn’t be- 
lieve in girls going about in auto- 
mobiles at midnight without chap- 
eronage. Every nice girl needs a 
chaperon till she gets a chap of 
her own! Her mother had no de- 
sire to go to a midnight show with 
her. The father pleaded with her 
to cancel the date. She argued 
and contended she was going any- 
way. Then her dad put his foot 
down. He forbade her going. He 
called off his meeting, by tele- 
graph, saying he had such import- 
ant business that he wouldn’t be 
able to come. He stayed at home 
with his daughter and worked 
with her through the whole even- 
ing. Being a dad is bigger business 
than being a railroad president. 


I know of a college president 
who’ had a “stepper” for a son. 
The boy turned his father’s auto- 
mobile upside down and wrecked 
it. After the father’s fright was 
over, and he learned the boy 
wasn’t hurt, he took him home, 
locked the door and gave him a 
whipping. The two of them had 
a regular fist fight. There has 
been a lot of bosh taught about 
democracy in the home, the child 
getting his rights. We agree that 
the child should get all right 
privileges, but the child must 
learn that others have rights. 
Democracy has laws. A democracy 
isn’t a bedlam without any order. 
The border of liberty is where our 
rights end, and our neighbors’ 
rights begin. 

Fathers need. an element of 
sternness. Mr. Dooley said: ‘“There 
is something called Or-r-r-riginal 
Sin. Father Timmons took some of 
it outer me wid holy wa-ther when 
I was eight days old, and what 
Father Timmons didn’t take out 
my father took out wid a razor 
str-r-r-ap!” Fathers may need to 
pat their children on the back— 
low down. 


A well-ordered home contributes 
to the security of our social order. 
A home must have foundations. 
No other foundation can be laid 
than that which is laid, Christ 
Jesus. | 


Men, let’s dedicate ourselves to 
the high calling of. fatherhood. 
You will live again in the children. 
Your influence will go on down 
through history, spreading like a 
river, wider and ever wider for 
God and good. Your heart tells 
you you should. The Bible tells you 
you should. God is telling you you 
should. There are men who live 
for wealth; there are men who live 
for position, and power; there are 
men who live for prestige. How 
much better to live for the ideal 
of Christian fatherhood! It will 
give large returns and invest you 
with the royal robes of character. 
Let us give up the sins that hinder 
us and from this moment set our 
faces to do His will in the holy 
duties of a home. Our youth are 
going the way of sin and destruc- 
tion. Our land is imperiled by the 
delinquency of this age? You 
fathers hold the destiny of the 
race in your hands. Choose this 
day, whom ye will serve. If Baal 


be god, serve Baal. If God be 
God, then serve God. 
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Is It Possible? 


Now in regard to keeping our- 
selves pure, we must realize the 
secret of the power by which we 
can be kept pure. I wonder if you 
are thinking, “Is it possible to 
really live a victorious life?’ You 
do not really think that you can 
live a victorious life. Remember, it 
is not a sin to be tempted. What a 
great discovery that was to me! I 
thought that if I was to live a 
victorious Christian life, I would 
have to live above temptation. 
God’s Word tells us that Jesus 
Christ was tempted, yet He was 
without sin. 


Temptation comes to you, it 
may be through the eye gate, the 
ear gate, or in some other way, 
but when it comes it registers as 
a thought. When that thought 
comes, do not cling to it, do not 
cherish it. As has been said, you 
cannot stop birds flying over your 
head, but you do not need to let 
them build nests in your hair. You 
cannot keep that thought of temp- 
tation from entering your mind, 
but you do not need to give place 


blood of Jesus Christ. 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 


You may buy with confidence! 


to it. Deal with it through the/} 
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Announcing a New Film 


MORNING CALM 


A 30 minute documentary film 
of the land, ways and needs 
of Korea: produced with the 
co-operation of The Evangeli- 
cal Alliance Mission, Chicago. 
“s- 4 Available in color and biack 
mae - ‘ane white. 
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C.0.BAPTISTA FILMS 


SUNNYSIDE. AVENUE WHEATON. ILL4ANOIS 


G 


Price only 
$125 2100 
not prepaid 


CHECK THESE FEATURES 
@A wealth of mew material. 
@ Abundant scripture readings, 


@ Fuily orchestrated—all in- 
struments including accor- 
dion. 


@ Full topical index of hymns 
and readings. 


@ New numbers—30 in ail. 


@ Mcre Hymns—of worship, 
praise and intercession. 
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Gentlemen: Please send free sample of the new and 


OOD NEWS TOO!...and 


IT’S TRAVELING FAST 


See the NEW and Surprising 


ERNACLE HYMNS 


NUMBER FIVE 


Rush request for your free sample. 
Use coupon below! 
NO BOOK LIKE IT! NO BOOK 
EQUAL in beautiful balance of 
stirring songs and favorite hymns. 
Years in the making, this new song 
book embodies the accumulated 
knowledge and unsurpassed 
musical resources of a great 
organization to which Tabernacle 
Hymns series has brought 
world-wide acclaim. 
Musical experts, successful 
song leaders, choir singers and 
practical pastors and mem- 
bers of many churches who have 
examined this book and its contents 
unite in their testimony that it is the 


crowning glory of the Tabernacle series. 


RICH IN WORSHIP HYMNS 


Tabernacle Hymns Number Five yields nothing 
to its predecessors in evangelical leadership and 
zeal, but adds more hymns for worship services 
than any previous book of the Tabernacle series. 


Has 55 more musical numbers with 24 brand new 
songs, 5 numbers new to hymn books and one 
new arrangement. | 


FREE Sample Copy 


beautiful ““Tabernacle Hymns Number Five”’ 
@ Two binding colors. fresh from the bindery.  342-P5x 
@ Brings new riches to your Name 
ministry of music. 
Address 
@ Strong evangelical tone. 
City Fone Siate 


Iam D0 Pastor, O Supt. or. 


Church and Denom. 
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Expect to buy new song books (Date) 
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a time when Christians should be 
good Christians, it is at Christ- 
mas time. If there is ever a time 
when people’s hearts are tender 
and open to Gospel truth and 
help, it is at Christmas. If there 
is ever a time to make a gift 
that will honor the Lord, that will 
help people to live right for the 
whole new year, that will win 
souls, it is at Christmas time. We 
beg you to send THE Sworp or 
THE LorD to as many of your 
friends and relatives this year as 
possible. Hurry! Make out your 
list! For every three one-year 
subscriptions to THE Sworp or 
THE LORD, we will send a free 
copy of the lovely new Christmas 
book called I Love Christmas. 
Send $5 for each three yearly sub- 
scriptions in the United States 
and to the armed services. Send 
$6.50 for three yearly subscrip- 
tions to THE SWORD OF THE LorRD 
to go to Canada and foreign 
countries. (We must pay extra 
postage, about 50c a year.) 


We Will Send A Christmasy 
Card Announcing Your Gift 
If Desired 


If you want THE SworpD OF THE 
Lorp to go as Christmas present, 
say so and we will be glad to be- 
gin with the Christmas issue and 
send a card in advance, announe- 
ing that it comes as a special 
gift from you. Those who get in 
their subscriptions early will be 
doubly sure of getting prompt 
mailing, Please help us by send- 
ing your subscriptions as soon as 
possible. 

Those who wish may buy the 
Christmas book, I Love Christmas, 
at $2 per copy. Please add 15c for 
postage. If you order five copies 
or more at one time, we pay post- 
age free. But we prefer to give 
the book with subscriptions be- 
cause THE SWorRD OF THE LorRD 
will do so much good going into 
the home 52 times a year. 


How many copies of the beau- 
tiful Christmas book, I Love 
Christmas, shall we save for you? 

Use the following coupon or 
write us, if you prefer, on a sep- 
arate piece of paper. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Amount enclosed $______- 


City 


City 
( ) 1 Year 


3. Name 
Address 


Subscription Counon 


Enclosed find subscriptions to THE SworD OF THE LORD. 
I understand that for each lot of three one-year subscriptions 
in the United States for $5, or for $6.50 in Canada and foreign 
countries, I am to receive a free copy of the big new Christ- 
mas gift book, J Love Christmas, selling for $2 each. I am en- 
closing subscriptions as follows: 


_. Send subscriptions to the following: 
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City 
( ) 1 Year 


4, Name 


eee ee eae eae ee 


isn’t a capital “I” in it. “God be 
merciful to’”—some other sinner? 
“God be merciful to”—that church 
member who has wronged me? 
“God be merciful to’’—that hypo- 
crite over there? No, “God be 
merciful to ME, a@ sinner!” He 
wouldn't so much as lift up his 
eyes to Heaven, but that didn’t 
hinder his lifting up his heart to 
God. He smites his breast, and says 
he is a sinner. Mr. Spurgeon says 
that the publican was the soundest 
theologian of the two. He was 
like David, who prayed, “Have 
mercy upon me, O God, according 
to thy lovingkindness ... Wash 
me thoroughly from mine iniqui- 
ty.” If God washes our iniquities 
the Devil cannot find one spot in 
uS. 

A great many people are trying 
to wash away their own iniqui- 
ties, but it never does any good. 
Take the case of Elijah. He was 
in great trouble there under the 
juniper tree, and the Lord comes 
to him; and says, “Elijah, what’s 
the matter?” “Oh,” says he, “I 
have been very jealous for Thy 
name; now everything is going 
wrong, and I wish I might. die.” 
Now you can see he was not so 
jealous for his God’s name as he 
was for his own name, for, when 
the Lord asks him what 
matter, he goes right to talking 
about himself... Ah, my friends, 
what we want is to get these 
capital “I’s” out of the way. We 
have been praying that God will 
search us and try us and see if 
there be any wicked way in US. 
Now let us be honest. Are we will- 
ing to know the sin that is in us, 
and when God shows it to us are 
we ready to put it away? These 
are solemn times. We begin to see 
the secret things in our hearts. 
The Holy Spirit reveals them, and 
we begin to have a conscience on 
matters that were out of sight 
before. 

You remember the temple of 
Jerusalem. There was the outer 
court, the court of the Gentiles. 
Any one might go there, but if 
he wished to go further he must 
go as one of God's people. There 
were sacrifices and sin-offerings 
to be made, and purifyings with 


( ) Renewal 
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water, and white robes; and then 
there was the holy of holies, in- 
to which only the high priest 
might enter, and he but once a 
year. We are praying God to take 
us into the Holy place, but first 
we have need to be purified by 
the sin-offering which Christ has 
made for us, 


Honest Self-Examination 
Needed 


This heart-searching is a tender 
thing. The flesh shrinks from it. 
If there is covetousness in us, or 
pride, or if we have evil habits; 
if we are guilty of light and 
trifling conduct or foolish conver- 
sation and jesting; if there be 
any evil way in us, let the Holy 
Spirit show it to us, even though 
it prostrates us in the dust before 
Him. 

There is a leaky ship at sea. 
The captain finds her settling 
down deeper in the water and 
laboring heavily, and he sends a 

man down into the hold to look for 


the leak; but he doesn’t find it, | 
and reports that everything is al- | 


right. But it isn’t alright, and if 
the leak ‘cannot be found there 
is nothing to be done but to take 
her into port, put her into dry- 
and give her a thorough 
overhauling. So with men. You 
who have secret sins, who are 
worldly-minded, who neglect fam- 
ily and secret prayer, who are 
settling down deeper and deeper 
into the life of sin, whose family 
and business partners do not re- 
cognize your Christian character, 
and who dare not speak of Christ 
to your neighbors for fear of be- 
ing called a hypocrite, you want a 
thorough overhauling by the pow- 
er of the Holy Spirit. 

We read that our God is a con- 
suming fire. This day is the an- 
niversary of the great fire. Five 
years ago tonight the fire swept 
across the river at the place where 
this Tabernacle stands, and burn- 
ed up the wood and the stone, 
and melted the iron of these rows 
of great buildings—-burned every- 
thing that could be burned. So 
let the fire of God sweep across 
our souls and burn up all the 
dross of our natures and cleanse 
us from all our sins! 


Moody Invited to Saloon 
Opening 

In one of our meetings a man 
got up to speak whom I didn’t 
know at first. When I lived here 
he used to be a rumseller, but he 
afterward broke up his business 
and went to the mountains and I 
lost track of him. He arid-his 
partners opened a grand billiard 
hall, and, of course, there was a 
bar in it. It was one of the most 
magnificent billiard halls on the 
West Side, all elegantly gilded and 
frescoed. When they got ready to 
open it they sent me an invitation 
to be present. So the day before 
they opened I went around and 
saw them, and asked them if they 
were willing to allow me to bring 
a friend with me. They inquired 
who it was. I told them it was the 
Friend who always went with me 
everywhere. Then they began to 
mistrust me, and tried to make 
me tell who my Friend was, and 
I told them it was the Lord; and 


“Clear, biblical, inspiring 


they, “we ain’t going to have any 
praying.” 

“But,” said I, * you gave me an 
invitation to your opening, and I 
am coming, and am going to bring 
my Friend with me.” 

“But we don’t want you 
come now, anyhow.” 

“Ah! but I am coming,” said T. 

Well, after 1 found we couldn't 
agree upon it, I. said, 
you what I'll do. We will com- 
promise this matter, if you will 
kneel down here now while I pray 
for both of you.” So. I kneeled 
down, with a rumseller on each 
side of me, and prayed for them. 
It turned out that one of them 
had a praying mother, and the 


to 


prayer touched his heart. I ask- 


ed God to bless the souls of these 
men, and to spoil their business; 
and in a few months, sure enough, 
their business failed, and one -of 
these men went away to the 
Rocky Mountains. 

When he came back he stood 
up in that meeting and gave me 
an account of himself something 


like this. Life had become a bur- | 
den to him out there in the moun- | 
|} tains. He had lost all his money, 


and made up his mind to kill 


heard a voice—it seemed to him 
it was the voice of his dead 
mother—saying to him over again 
the words which he had heard her 
say when she was dying, “John, 
if ever you get into trouble, pray 
to God.” 

The knife dropped from his 
hand. He didn’t know how to pray, 


but this publican’s prayer came 
“Tl tell | ey 


into his head: so he kneeled there 
upon the ground, with his heart 
broken over his sin and sorrow, and 
cried out in the bitterness of his 
soul, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner!” 

The Lord heard his prayer, and 
blessed him. Just the moment he 
cried for mercy he got it. 

What a glorious thing it would 
be if every soul here would lilt 
up this publican’s prayer, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner!” 

— THE END — 
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of a little horn who arose (in Dan- 
iel’s vision) among the ten horns 
representing the nations which 
came from the Roman Empire. 


such as the world never saw before! with a great prince or Man of And we wat told 7 wom _ 
and will never see after that time, | Sin, a dictator, an Antichrist who 2h nargies MT or t - saa 
We sce that this period of the| will oppress the people Israel. In| *28, and shal’ wear out the saints 


; ; 3 : of the most High, and think to 
tribulation is clearly connected| Daniel 7:8 the Scripture speaks change times and laws: and they 


shall be given into his hand until 
a time and times and the dividing 
of time’ (Dan. 7:25). God’s people, 
Israel, will be given into his hand 
three and a half times or years, 
says the Scripture. The Man of 
Starring AL CARTER as BARABBAS .~ 9 Sin “shall wear out the saints of 


eae . the most High” during that Great 
The favorite of the mob -- <a Tribula egy & 
ROBBER — ON WHOSE CROSS JESUS exe pect Daniel speaks further of this 
CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED «_ (i—i(sisits«C ag BE tribulation time in Daniel 12:1 as 
follows: 


ss “And at that time shall Michael 

[., | stand up, the great prince which 
Shoe standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even to 
that same time: and at that time 
= thy people shall be delivered, every 
OSS ye SR Sa telomere eee en one that shall be found written in 
<e es ene aa | . Se a coe the book.” 
as Se Fase a we BS REE SE What a dreadful time of trouble! 

ff 
ae 2 3 ga a aS 4. Many Scriptures Discuss This 
: Se ae . Great Period of Trouble 
eae Sa ar, ae ps or ae saat To impress upon you how often 
Seger cee Game’ es and clearly this period of Great 

‘ fe | Tribulation is mentioned in the 
eee Tg I ER = | Bible, let me give a brief note 
an Se ae Pa = =~ | from the Scofield Reference Bible. 
ee ee ee ae | | There is a note concerning Daniel 
CAVES SS ES Be f 1 12:2 as follows: - 

“The ‘time of the end’ in Daniel. 
The expression, or it equivalent, 
‘in the end,’ occurs, Dan. 8:17-19; 
S20; 11 ‘a0, 4, -45; 12:4 6, 9. 
Summary: (1) The time of the 

Sees 3 Pome eee | end in Daniel begins with the 
TB IQ a ers @ | violation by ‘the prince that shall 

“: Soe as ~ |come’ (i.e. ‘little horn,’ ‘man of 
sin,’ ‘Beast’) of his covenant with 
the Jews for the restoration of 
the temple and sacrifice (Dan. 9: 
27), and his presentation of him- 
self as God (Dan. 9:27; 11:36-38; 
Matt. 24:15; II Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13: 

4-6), and ends with his destruction 

UNUSUAL FILMS by the appearing of the Lord in 
: | ty glory (II Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:19, 

Bob Jones University ee = =|: 20). (2) The duration of the ‘time 
ae ae : ee of the end’ is three and one half 

5 : years, coinciding with the last 
half of the seventieth week of 
Daniel (Dan. 7:25; 12:7; Rev. 13: 
5). (3) This ‘time of the end’ is 
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The King of the Jews 


A Verse-by-Verse Commentary on Matthew’s 
Gospel 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 


Dr. Robert G. Lee has pastored the great Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, Tennessee, for more than a quarter of a 
century. For three consecutive terms he served as president 
of the great Southern Baptist Convention with its constituency 
of over 7 million. He is internationally considered an oratorical 
defender of the faith with no living peer. Recently he wrote the 
editor of THE SwoRD OF THE Lorp the following comment about 
the book he called “a really wonderful commentary on the 
Gospel according to Matthew”: 


“Of all the commentaries on Matthew’s Gospel that I 
have read and studied during the years I have been pastor, I 
must say this is, for._me, the best. It explains so many things 
that people are puzzled about. It goes into defails about some 
matters that students want and need to know. 

“It gives no shadow of a doubt about the promised mil- 
sg reign of Jesus to be merged into the everlasting réign 
of God. 

: “I am glad and grateful for you using your time so dili- 

gently, for your thinking so wisely, for your devotion and 
loyalty to Christ bringing to us treasures in value far above 
rubies out of the Gospel of Matthew. Often shall I turn to your 
book for the great doctrines it sets forth and for the glorious 
setting forth of Jesus, King of the Jews, King of kings, and 
Saviour of the world. Surely all who fail and refuse to read 
and study your commentary will rob themselves and others 
: to whom they minister of Scriptural and doctrinal treasures.” 
These are wise words from a wise man who knows the Book! Dr. Lee’s analysis is a correct one: 
who ever fails to read and study this commentary will surely rob himself and others to whom 
he ministers! 

Here is an almost exhaustive verse-by-verse commentary on an infrequently commented up- 
on Gospel. A massive volume of over 500 pages, it tells you what you want to know. No isswes are 
dodged, no difficult passages are ignored or by-passed; as a matter of fact, Dr. Rice goes into 
great detail in discussing many serious issues set forth in Matthew. | is ste ie 
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30:7); ‘a time of trouble such as 
never was since there was a na- 
tion’ (Dan. 12:1); ‘great tribula- 
tion such as was not from the 
beginning of the world... nor 
ever shall be’-{ Matt. 24:21). The N. 
T., especially the Book of the 
Revelation, adds many details.” 


The above quotation gives many 
references which show that the 
Great Tribulation time which will 
especially affect’ Daniel’s people, 
the Jews, is prophesied to be “a 
time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even to 
that same time.” But thank God 
there is this promise, “‘and at 
that time thy people [Daniel’s 
people, Israel| shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found writ- 
ten in the book.” 


Now comes the question—Will 
the saved people, the saints of 
God, go through this tribulation, 
or will Christ come into the air 
and call out His bride before the 
tribulation time? 


I believe that the Scriptures 
plainly teach that Christ may 
come at any moment, and that 
therefore He must come before 
this great marked and scheduled 
period called the Great Tribula- 
tion. Others will be converted in 
the tribulation and so some of 
these newly converted saints of 
God will be here on the earth dur- 
ing that time, but first Christ 
will come to catch away all the 
saved. The rapture of the saints 
is the next thing on the calendar 
of God’s prophecy. No prophesied 
event is to come before it. The 
one prophetic event next, accord- 
ing to many, many plain state- 
ments in the Scripture, the one 
thing for which we are to con- 
stantly watch is Christ’s coming to 
receive us into the air unto Him- 
self! 


II. This Strange Modern Fad 
of a Post-Tribulation Rap- 
ture: How It Came 
About 


It is not difficult to show that 
the present frequent teaching 
that the saints of God must go 
through the tribulation is a rela- 
tively new fad in its popularity. 
Not long ago most of the great 
Bible teachers and most premillen- 
nial believers were agreed on the 
great doctrine of the imminency 
of Christ’s coming. Everyone who 


| stressed the imminency of Christ’s 
‘| coming, as Jesus commanded us to 


do, naturally looked for His com- 
ing before the Great Tribulation 
time. 

Consider the editors of the fam- 
ous Scofield Reference Bible. 
Aligned with Dr. C. I. Scofield 
were Dr. Henry G. Weston, presi- 
dent Crozer Theological Seminary; 
Dr. James M. Gray, president 
Moody Bible Institute; Dr. William 
J. Erdman of Princeton; Dr. Ar- 
thur T. Pierson; Dr. W. G. Moore- 
head, president Xenia Theological 
Seminary; Dr. Elmore Harris, 
president Toronto Bible Institute; 
Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein; and Dr. 
William L. Pettingill. These fam- 
ous Christian leaders were united 
on the teaching of Christ’s immi- 
nent Second Coming before the 
Great Tribulation. 

The Bible institutes were prac- 
tically all agreed on this matter, 
as they well might be, D. L. 
Moody, R. A. Torrey, John Nelson 
Darby and James M. Gray were 
all agreed on this matter of the 
imminence of Christ’s coming and 
the rapture before tribulation. So 
were W. B. Riley, J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, H. A. Ironside, A. B. Simp- 
son, Louis Sperry Chafer and I. 
M. Haldeman. 

Wheaton College’s statement of 
faith declares boldly, “We believe 
in ‘that blessed hope,’ the person- 
al, premillennial, and imminent 
return of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.” The International 
Christian Business Mens’ Organi- 
zation affirms the same. thing. 
Moody Bible Institute statement 
of faith says, Christ’s return is 
imminent, that is, that it may 
occur at any moment, hence would 
be before the Great Tribulation. 

Dr. Bingham, founder of the 
Sudan Interior Mission was one of 
the rare exceptions among leading 
Christians, and he was quite an 
oddity in expecting the church to 
go through the Tribulation. 

Dr. Walvoord, president of Dal- 
las Theological Seminary calls at- 
tention to the International Con- 
gresses on Prophecy held in 1942, 


} 1943 and 1952 in Calvary Baptist 


Church in New York City. He 
says, “... in each of these inter- 


national congresses, about 30 out- 
standing prophetic teachers took 
part. In each congress a manifesto 
was issued setting forth their con- 
victions regarding prophetic truth. 
All three. congresses went on re- 


cord in favor of the translation of — 


the church before the tribulation 
without so much as a dissenting 
vote.” —(Christian Life, February, 
1955) 

The great evangelists, the great 
premillennial Bible teachers have 
in a united force and with rare ex- 
ceptions believed boldly and em- 
phatically that Jesus may come 
at any moment and that His com- 
ing for His saints will be before 
the Great Tribulation. 


So, the upsurge of “post-tribu- 
lation rapture” teaching now is 
a new fad. It is simply the product 
of the times and evidently will 
pass away among good, sound Bi- 
ble-believing Christians, as_ this 
generation of devoted. and intelli- 
gent believers restudy what Scrip- 
ture says on the question. 


1. Recent Emphasis on “Signs” of 
Christ’s Coming Neglected 
Bible Viewpoint of It’s 
- Imminency 


I think I can show some of the 
reasons for this fad. 

First, in recent years there has 
been a great decline in emphasis 
on the imminence of Christ’s com- 
ing. Now, the honest reader and 
teacher of the Gospels must agree 
that the one matter Jesus stressed 
the most about His second coming 
is that it was imminent, at hand, 
that no one knows the time, that 
all should constantly watch for 
His coming. That this is the most 
urgent teaching of Jesus about His 
second coming, surely one will 
agree who reads Matthew 24: 
36-51; 25:13; Mark 13:32-37; Luke 
12:35-48; Rev. 3:11 and Rev. 22: 
7, 12, 20. The expectancy of the 


apostles and the New Testament — 


Christians that Christ would come 
in their lifetime was only the prop- 
er and inevitable result of taking 
to heart the warnings and com- 
mands of Jesus on the matter. 
Only as long as we press hard 
upon people’s consciences these 
plain commands of Jesus to watch 
for and expect His coming momen- 
tarily, then we may expect the 
good Bible-believing Christians to 
stay straight on this matter. 

It became popular to preach on 
the signs of Christ’s coming. Men 
began to spend lots of time study- 
ing the newspapers, studying his- 
tory, trying to find sensational 
evidence. that they knew approxi- 
mately when Jesus would return 
to earth! As they went into this 
forbidden field, either setting dates 
or tending to set times and periods 
within which Christ must come, 
preachers neglected to teach the 
imminency of Christ’s coming. 
The simple truth is that for 
anybody to teach that Christ 
could not come until after certain 
modern signs and events should 
occur, tends to take people’s minds 
away from the clear teaching of 
Christ’s imminent coming. As 
preachers preached on signs they 
more and more neglected the 
statements of Jesus that no one 
knows the day nor the hour of His 
coming, that “It is not for you 
to know the times or the seasons” 
(Acts 1:7). The imminence of 
Christ’s coming became a neglect- 
ed doctrine; and it was inevitable 
that men should begin to fall into 
heresies on the Second Coming 
when they forgot the one great 
compass pointing stressed by the 
Saviour Himself. 


2. Emphasis on Wars, Apostasy and 
Wickedness as Signs Brought 
Spiritual Depression, Antici- 
pation of the Great 
Tribulation 


Many godly teachers became 
greatly absorbed in world affairs 
and with this absorption came in- 
creasing gloominess. Millions of 
Christians were taught that n 
more great revivals could come 
because we were in the last days! 
Satan was supposed to be work- 
ing harder now than ever. The 


“great apostasy” and falling away 


was upon us! Wars and rumors of 
wars were so great that strangely 
enough some preachers spoke of 
the imminence of “World War 
IIT” and of the feared destruction 
of the whole human race by atom 
and hydrogen bombs, more than 
the statesmen and soldiers who 
knew the facts in the case! As 
people grew more and more ab- 
sorbed in looking at the circum- 


(Continued on page 9) 


| | 


m~e et SO AG. SO, Ee mwmestkn 


ee ae ae ee ee ae ee a le 


- ss. aoe > _ 


Friday, October 21, 1955 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Nine 


~ Saints Cannot Go Through . . . 


(Continued from page 8) 


stances, they became oppressed 
with the wickedness, with troubles, 
and with the disappointing pros- 
pects for humanity. 


Actually, everyone of us ought 
to have remembered that man is 
incurably bad, that civilization is 
doomed. But that is no more true 
now than it was the day Adam 
and Eve were put outside the Gar- 
den of Eden. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ has been saving drunkards, 
harlots, convicts, atheists, Cath- 
olics, and Jews for many centuries, 
and when spoken in the power of 
the Spirit of God it will continue 
to do the same marvelous, miracu- 
lous work. 


But in continually thinking of 
wars, communism,  worldliness, 
modernism, many good Christians 
found their whole Christian lives 
overshadowed with a sense of 
impending doom. All the signs 
they heard preached about became 
so real to them and the Antichrist 
and the Great Tribulation, the 
woes preachers loved to preach 
about became so_ real to the 
people that they felt we were on 
the verge of entering into these 
horrors. 

So then when Christ did not 
come, many became disheartened 
and began to feel that we must be 
going into the Great Tribulation 
itself. 


3. Greatly Influenced by 
Amillennialists 


This is an emotional approach 


which grew out of a failure tol 


keep the great doctrine of the im- 
minence of Christ’s coming in its 
proper place and focus. 

Another reason for this rash and 
fad of post-tribulation. rapture 
teaching is that amillennialism has 
had a very strong influence on 
men in our denominational sem- 
inaries and sometimes in independ- 
ent Christian colleges which have 
long maintained a fundamental 
position. The amillennialists teach 
people not to take the Bible very 
literally, and they very strongly 
criticise the premillennial posi- 
tion. So, seminary teachers and 
college professors who wish to be 
thought scholarly are much influ- 
enced by amillennial teaching, by 
criticism of fundamental premil- 
Jennial truth, and so they tend to 
“restudy prophecy.” They find it 
popular to criticize the Scofield 
Bible, to criticize the Bible in- 
Stitutes and so are swept along by 
popular thought. 


4. A Reaction Against an Overly 
Rigid Interpretation of 
Details 
It is only fair to say also that 
this fad of post-tribulation rapture 
teaching is partly a breaking out 
from the fetters of a hidebound 
scheme of teaching which was not 
all soundly enough based on the 
Bible. Premillennial teachers have 
fallen into ruts and have follow- 
ed certain well-defined teachings 
beyond what is clearly taught in 
the Bible. Premillennial men often 
speak out of ‘‘the secret rapture,” 
though the Bible does not say the 
rapture will be secret. Bible teach- 
ers spoke often as though no one 
Would be saved in the Great 
Tribulation time. Revelation 7:9- 
14 tells of uncounted millions of 
all nations who will be saved dur- 
ing that time. Many premillennial- 
ists who recognize that Christ is 
coming before the tribulation have 
been guilty of overdispensational- 

. For example, they have some- 
times written and taught as if the 
Holy Spirit will not be in the 
world at all, in the Great Tribu- 
lation, but will be taken out at 
the rapture completely. I think, 
rather, that II Thessalonians 2:7 
Speaking of “he who now letteth 
Will let, until he be taken out of 
the way” simply means that the 
Holy Spirit’s restraining work 
through the Christians in whom 
He now dwells, will be taken out 
When they are caught up to meet 
Christ in the air. The Holy Spirit 
Himself will certainly be in this 
world as before to convict and to 
save where the Gospel is preached 
in power. 

Let me repeat again, I think 
that there is a healthy, commend- 
able ferment of thought and that 
men are breaking away from cer- 
tain staid and set details of teach- 
ings which cannot be proven by 
the Bible. But, they sometimes 

. tend to throw away the wheat 


with the chaff and to disregard 
great Bible doctrines, because 
they are sometimes mixed in with 
the opinions of men which can- 
not always stand rigorous investi- 
gation. 


As the best Bible teachers in 
the past have been nearly unani- 
mous on this matter, so it must 
be again when the question is re- 
examined in the light of the great 
central teaching of the Second 
Coming, that is, that Christ’s com- 
ing is imminent, that He may 
come at any moment to catch 
away His bride into the air, 


III. The Imminence of Christ’s 
Coming Means Rapture 
Before Tribulation 


If Christ may come at any mo- 
ment, then he surely might come 
before seven set years, and before 
the three and a half years of the 
Great Tribulation, 


1. Jesus’ Words About His Im- 
minent Coming Leave No 
Room for Great Tribulation 
Before His Coming 


Now let us just look honestly at 
some of the statements of Jesus 
Christ and see what He really 
meant, 


Will the reader forgive me for 
coming back again to the repeated 
promises of the Lord Jesus about 
His second coming? You may have 


ed so continually on the text, “Ye 
Must Be Born Again.” Finally his 
deacons visited him to enquire 
why he preached again and again 
on this same text, 


“Because,” said the preacher, 
“you must be born again.” 


What the Saviour made so em- 
phatic, he felt worth repeating. 
So, what the Saviour Himself re- 
peated again and again, we feel is 
worth repeating here. 


In Matthew 24:36-39 the Lord 
Jesus says that the coming of the 
Son of man shall be as sudden and 
unexpected as the flood came in 
the days of Noah, “For as in 
the days that were before the 
flood they were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage, until the day that Noe en- 
tered into the ark, And knew not 
until the flood came, and took 
them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.” 
Sudden and unexpected, with no 
schedule by which the antidelu- 
vians could know when the flood 
was coming, that disaster came. 
And such will be the coming of 
the Son of man. It will be so sud- 
den and unexpected as not to al- 
low any clearly marked = seven 
years of Daniel’s 70th week, or any 
three and one half years of clear- 
ly identified great tribulation to 
come before and announce His 
Coming. 


See what Jesus said in Matthew 
24:42: “Watch therefore: for ye 
know not what hour your Lord 
doth come.” And again in Mat- 


think not the Son of man cometh,” 
In Matthew 25:13 Jesus said: 
“Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” 
Is that what Jesus would have 
said, if His coming to take His 
own would occur only after the 
Great Tribulation? 


Now suppose that Jesus had 
known that He would not come to 
take up His own, the saved, to 
meet Him in the air, and for the 
prophesied wedding feast the time 
in heavenly mansions and the 
judgment at the judgment seat of 
Christ, until after the tribulation 


(Continued on page 10) 
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[] “DESHAZER, The Doolittle raider who 
turned missionary.’ Very dramatic, Con- 
verted in prison. Tortured 40 months. 
1émm Sound, color. 40 minutes. Rental 
$20. 


Use LIVING WORD Films 


| LATEST RELEASE 
[] “THE DREYER STORY” 


A feature film with a real Christian 
message. A true story of a man’s 

S Salvation and deliverance from the 
disease of alcohalism! 


Running time 
Rental oie eee ee 
For Sales or Rental — Write 


LIVING WORD Films 
ZION, ILLINOIS 


Feature-Length 


Evangelistic 


[_] MID-CENTURY CRUSADE. Revised edition. 
40 minutes, color. Message by Billy Gra- 
ham. Songs by Bev. Shea. $25.00 rental. 


MR. TEXAS. The world’s first Christian 
Western. Color, 55 minutes. Messages by 
Billy Graham, Songs—Bev. Shea, Redd 
Harper and Cindy Walker. Avaiiable with 
representative on offering basis. 


CI 


OILTOWN, U.S.A. Filmed in Houston, Tex- 
as. Color. 11/2 hours, Featuring Billy 
Graham, Bev. Shea, Paul Power, Redd 
Harper and Cindy Walker. Available with 
representative on offering basis. 


| 


SOULS IN CONFLICT. Filmed in London. 
Color. 11/4, hours. Featuring Billy Gra- 
ham, Bev. Shea, Colleen Townsend Evans, 
Joan Winmill, and others. Available with 
representative on offering basis. 


GREAT DISCOVERY. A great soul-winning 
film! Featuring beautiful ond talented 
Colleen Townsend Evans—a consecrated 
Christian. 80 minutes, Rental: $25.00. 


a 


\llostrated Sermons. 


[] MISSING GOD'S LAST TRAIN FOR HEAVEN, 
by Dr. John R. Rice, 30 minutes, Black 
and white. Rental $6.50. 


[| YOU CAN'T WIN, by Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 
40 minutes. Biack and white, Rental 
$2.50. 


[] THE DANGER TRAIL, by Evangelist Bill 
Rice. 30 minutes. Color $12.50; black 
and white $8.00. 


[-] POUND OF FLESH, by Dr, Bob Jones, Jr. 
{Includes magnificent courtroom scene 
from Shakespeare's, “The Merchant of 
Venice.) 30 minutes. Color. Rental $15. 


[] COME UNTO ME, by Dr. John R. Rice. 
Black and white. 30 minutes, Rental 
$6.50. 
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Tacoma 1, Wash. 
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but not old-time religion. Dr. Joe Henry 
Hankins has a message on this subject, 


others in his well-liked book, 


Old Time Religion. 


earnest Bible teaching will stir 
Wonderfully used of God in 


the evangelistic field, Dr. Hankins speaks 


155 pages, rich brown cloth binding, 
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[_] THE MASTER'S FACE. Dramatic story for 
all ages. One of the greatest soul-win- 
ning films ever released for rental. Black 
and white, 50 minutes, rental $15. 


[_] SON OF MAN. Warner Saliman recreating 
his portrait of Jesus. A dual message on 
salvation and dedication. Full color, 
sound, 29 minutes. Rentdl or purchase. 


BRIDGEBUILDERS. College playboy turns 
into. rugged missionary through God's 
grace and Bible College education. Pro- 
duced at Fort Wayne Bible College. Color. 
30 minutes, $12 rental. 


CJ 


MIRACLE, (An Unusual Films Production) 

A soul-winning story of a miracle of 

grace in a concert pianist’s life. 26 min- 
utes. Black and White. Rental, $10. 


CI 


REVOLT IN BERLIN. Drama-documentary 
of Communism versus Christianity. Au- 
thentic behind-the-lron-Curtain footage 
woven into story. 65 minutes, Rental 
$12. 


Ey 


Documentary- 


[] BROKEN FRAGMENTS. Egypt, the pyramids 
—Valley of the Kings, Karnak and Luxor. 


Artistic reconstructions and 
ruins of ancient splendor. 
sound, 30 minutes, 
basis. 


symbolic 
Color and 
Free-will offering 


40 minutes, 16- 
mm., sound, black 
and white. True 
| story of a Korean 
Christian martyr. 


Free-will offering basis. 


j 


[-] SUNDAY ON THE RANGE. Western Gospef 
musical, starring Redd Harper, Tim 
Spencer and Georgia Lee. Color by 


Technicolor, 35 minutes, rental: $15.00, 
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{ @ BIBLE STORIES 

@ SERMONS FROM SCIENCE 
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FOR NAME OF NEAREST O 


Film: Gept,— Moody Bibie institute 
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‘Missionary. Films. | 


THE LAND TIME FORGOT—Mysterious and 
fascinating New Guinea. Excellent cover- 
age of this missionary frontier and its 
primitive people. Color and Sound—-36 
minutes. Free-will offering basis. 


oe 


INDIA’'S SORROW—A powerful and in- 
structive film regarding India’s many 
religions, and of missionary efforts to 
reach India. Color and sound——35 min- 
utes. Free-will offering basis. 


i 
J 


AFRICA AWAKES—The Belgian Congo and 
Tanganyika — Witch doctor ceremony, 
pygmies, Missions at work, good pre- 
sentation of the Gospel. Color and sound 
-——30 minutes. Free-will offering basis. 


. ANGEL IN EBONY 
rT] 16mm—45 min.—Color 


judged best Christian film of 1954 
$20 rental 
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
Upland, Indiana 
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The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Hlinois 


[] I would appreciate receiving 
checked above. 


further information on the films 


[] I would like to schedule the following films for definite showings: 


Name of film 
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THE WAY OUT. A good Gospel message. 
Awarded outstanding soul-winning film 
for 1953. 44 minutes. Black and white. 
Rental: $13.50. 


MOTHER AND HOME. (The prodigal 
daughter's Christian home) evangelistic 
drama—50 minutes—color, Showings on 
rental or by representative. 


CONTRARY WINDS. (A wasted life) evan- 
gelistic missionary drama with challenge 
to get busy for God. 55 minutes—color. 
Showings on rental or by representative. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rate 25e per word, minimum charge, $5. 

nelude name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on Classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mets who already have accounts. Copy. is 
due three weeks in advance of publication 
date.) 


OFFERING ENVELOPES 
OFFERING ENVELOPES — Churches, 
Schools, Societies—Weekly, Monthly-Dated 
or “Waasteless.” Bargain Prices. Dufold & 
Trifold Gompany, Trenton 4, N.J. 


PHOTO FINISHING 
12 Jumbos from any size roll developed 
25c with this ad only. SL, SKRUDLAND, 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 


. FOR SALE 
Two movie screens at sacrifice. 9 x 12 ft., 
silver finished snapon plastic fitting, stur- 
dy, aluminum folding frames. Includes 
earrying cases. T. F., Inc., 32 


separate 
Arlington Ave., Caldwell, New Jersey. 


TOURS 
NOW! VISIT HOLY LAND! Spend Christ- 
mas in Bethlehem! 4 Wonderful Weeks. 
Visit 8 continents, Tour directors Bible 
professors. Budget priced! Time payments. 
Write for FREE folder. BIBLE LANDS 
TOURS, Box 3-SL, Wilmore, Ky, 


TENT FOR SALE 
60 by 90 Gospel tent—full equipment with 
truck and trailer. Reasonable price, Bobby 
Moore, 205 E. Washington St., Dothan, 
Alabama. 


HOME-MADE CANDY 
Home-made fudge; divinity. $1.50 per 
pound postpaid within United States. Cash 
with order. Rock of Ages Candy Kitchen, 
Idaho -Falls, Idaho. 


TEMPERANCE 


60 beautiful colored temperance stamps for 
your letters $1.00; Bumper banner for your 
car, black background. “Liquor Kills-Don’t 
Drink,” in red, 25c. National Voice, Box 
28, Los Angeles, California. 


Saints Cannot Go Through. . . 


(Continued from page 9) 


time. Suppose the Lord Jesus had 
intended that we _ should go 
through the Great Tribulation be- 
fore His coming. Then He could 
properly have said something like 
this: 


‘Do not expect me to come 
until certain other events occur. 
Here is a_ clear schedule of 
events by which you can know, 
down to the very day, when I 
will come. 


“The first definite warning 
will be when a great Roman 
dictator, with some kind of rule 
or mandate over Palestine 
makes a covenant with many 
Jews for one week of seven 
years, in which time they will 
build the temple, offer their 
sacrifices, exercise their cere- 
monial law and priesthood. That 
will be the seventieth week of 
Daniel as prophesied in Daniel 
9:27, to fill up the prophesied 
seventy weeks. Sixty-nine weeks 
of years were fulfilled when the 
Son of Man came to Jerusalem 
and offered Himself as King.” 
So we may imagine the Lord 
Jesus saying, IF the church 
were to go through the Great 
Tribulation. Then He might 
continue, 


“After exactly three and a 
half years, ‘in the midst of the 
week,’ this Man of Sin will cause 
the sacrifice and oblation in the 
Jewish temple to cease. He will 


commit the abomination of deso- 
lation (Dan. 9:27). That man 
of sin will enter into the temple 
and claim to be God and de- 
mand to be worshiped (I 
Thess. 2:3-12). With that abom- 
ination of desolation will begin 
the Great Tribulation, the sec- 
ond half of the week of seven 
years (see Matt. 24:14-21). 
That period of trouble when 
the Jews will be left in the 
hands of the Antichrist will be 
‘a time and times and the divi- 
ding of time’ (Dan 7:25). It 
will be ‘a time, and times, and 
half a time’ (Rev. 12:14). So it 
will be exactly three and a half 
years. During that time Jerusa- 
lem will be trodden under the 
foot of the Gentiles under the 
reign of the Antichrist ‘forty 
and two months’ (Rev. 11:2). 
During that time two special 
witnesses are prophesied to ‘pro- 
phesy a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days, clothed in 
sackcloth’ (Rev. 11:3). So you 
may expect Me to come exactly 
three anda half years, 42 
months, exactly 1,260 days after 
the abomination of desolation. 


“And then,” we can imagine 
Jesus saying, “you may look for 
Me to come, but not before that 
time. I will come for My saints 
AFTER the Great Tribulation. 
The saints must first go through 
the Great Tribulation. There is 
no use looking for My coming 


en 


WHERE TENS OF THOUSA 


—CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS— 


Wholesale and Retail 
With Bible Text. Christmas, Birth- 
@ay and All Occasions. Comforting, 
encouraging messages of cheer to 
the sick, sorrowing and shut-in. In 


—— 


Bulk and Boxed Assortments. Good 
on auu prices seasonable, Ask 
or Catalog Price List. 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. S. Buffalo 8, N.Y. 


THE CHRISTIAN PAREN 
Features daily family devotions. Applies 
to family-life prob- 

lems. 


Trial Offer 4 months $1 
Gift subscriptions $3 per year 


3 yrs. $7.50 
THE CHRISTIAN PARENT 
Box SL Highland, Il. 


| Have you read the ads 


Do you have friends 

and loved ones attending 

modernistic churches? Give them 

tracts designed both to answer the problem, 
and lead them to Christ. 

SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


HE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND: BOX 888-AKRON 9, OH” 


FLY TO THE 
BIBLE LANDS 


in the 35-day 
TEMPLE TOUR TO 


BIBLE LANDS 
featuring Dr. Walter Hughes 
a devotional lecturer 


July 13-Aug, 16, 1956 
For ‘Information’ Write | 


Dr. George A. E. Salstrand 
Tennessee Temple Schools, Dept. S. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


5,000151"".2" WANTED 
? WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
| calendars, greeting cards. Good com- 
= aga Send for free catalog and price 
George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 
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SWORD READERS FIND BIG VALUES iN LITTLE SPACE 


Federal Trade Commission 
Warns Tobacco Companies! 


The Associated Press recently 
reported that the Federal Trade 


Commission, our government’s 


Z 
Yz\ strong arm of protection against 


misleading advertising, has issued 
a Strong code of advertising ethics 
to cigarette manufacturers along 
with a strong warning that they 
intend to see that it is diligently 
observed and enforced. 

The release stated, “The FTC 
code forbids any claims as 
to the effect of cigarettes on nose, 
throat, nerves or lungs; any re- 
presentation that cigarette smok- 
ing is medically approved; and 
any claim that one brand con- 
tains less nicotine than others un- 
less the difference is probably 
‘significant.’ ” 

The code will act as the basis 
for future FTC actions against 
the companies making false or 
misleading claims for their pro- 
ducts of poison. 


Tips for Church Ushers 


The Chicago Daily News recent- 
ly quoted a University of Omaha 
education Professor-emeritus on 
what good church ushers never 
do! Everett M. Hosman, dean of 
an interdenominational School for 
Church Ushers in Omaha and a 
man who has trained some 15,000 
men how to act as “ministers in 
the aisles,” gave the News report- 
er the following friendly tips on 
what ushers. should never do: 

“Don’t be casual about usher- 
ing. There’s an important job to 
be done. 

“Don’t be late for church. Get 
there on time to greet the first 
to arrive. 

“Don’t call the ‘offering’ (cor- 
rect) a ‘collection’ (wrong), It is 
the worshiper’s dignified symbolic 
sacrifice of money. 

“Don’t ‘snoopervise’ the offer- 

(Continued on page 11) 


Your Dreams Come True 


Now YOU can win souls the simple, easy 
way. Win your friends in the office, home, 
shop, school and neighborhood. 

Just show them this attractive manual] in 
pictures. God does the work, WE MUST 
WIN THEM NOW. 

35¢ each 3 for $1.00 
Evangelist Bob Oughton 
P, O. Box 50 Belleville, Ilinois 


>. 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 


WHOLESALE 
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UNIQUE Object Lesson Use it—Enjoy It 
OIL PAINTED PICTURE 
Diameter 814” Ready to hang 
(Hand painted. Not a print) 
PRESENT GOSPEL—Then beautify home 
ACTUAL SCENES—LESSON FACTS TRUE 
inspiring to all ages Juniors up. 
Lesson and picture only $2.00 
C-IT-TOLD Box 168 Titonka, Iowa 
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INSURANCE 


For Religious Workers 


You are entitled to ‘‘preferred 
risk’’ life, health or accident In- 
surance—if you are a minister, 
seminary student, religious edu- 
cator, deaconess, professor, etc. fms : 
No salesman—no “‘high pressure.” Feeensey 
Send for your free copy of ‘“‘Bul- [ieee 
letin B.”’ Since 1900. 


MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION Fa 2 
128 Ministers Life Bida. eee 
Minneapolis (6, Minn. 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 


Over 40 different bindings are now avail- 
able, including the loose-leaf and the new 
pocket size. Write card for the latest prices 
and descriptions. Thumb index and Gold 
Stamping optional. We have a large stock 
a each order receives individual atten- 

an, 

FOWLERS’ CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE 
113 Main St. Hamburg, New York 
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until after the Great Tribula- 

tion.”’ 

Yes, that is what Jesus could 
properly have said, had the saints 
been scheduled to go through the 
Great Tribulation, and had the 
second coming of Christ in the 
air to receive His saints been set 
to follow the Great Tribulation. 
But that is NOT God’s plan, and 
He made no such explanation. On 
the contrary, He plainly indicated 
that every Christian is to watch 
daily, BEFORE the tribulation, 
for no one knows even one day 
or one hour in advance of when 
Jesus is coming! 

If that week of seven years 
must occur before the rapture, and 
if the abomination of desolation 
will come in the midst of the 
seven years, and then if the perse- 
cution and tribulation of the Jew- 
ish people is to continue just three 
and a half years, 42 Jewish months 
of 30 days each, a total of 1,260 
days, as the Bible’ repeatedly 
teaches, then it is obviously im- 
possible for that tribulation time 
to come before Christ comes, un- 
expectedly, to receive His saints. 
We are to watch for Christ’s com- 
ing and that command, if taken 
to heart, and if taken literally at 
face value, proves beyond any 
doubt that we cannot go through 
the Great Tribulation § before 
Christ comes for His own. 


2. The Apostolic Teachings Left 
No Room for the Great 
Tribulation Before 
Rapture 
Again, consider how New Testa- 
ment Christians confidently ex- 
pected Christ to come in their 
time. The people of Thessalonica 
“turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true~God; And to 
wait for His Son from heaven,. .” 

(I Thess. 1:9, 10). 


To the saints at Rome and 
other New Testament Christians 
Paul wrote, “ ... even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body” 
(Rom. 8:23) at the second coming 
of Christ. The Roman Christians 
were told on divine authority, 
“And the God of peace shall bruise 
Satan under your feet shortly” 
(Rom. 16:20). Does this expect- 
ancy of New Testament Christians 
indicate that they were taught 


there must come a. seven-year 
period to include the Great Trib- 
ulation and other very definitely 
prescribed events in a_ regular 
order, so that they could tell down 
to the very day when Jesus was 
coming? On the contrary, it ap- 
pears that New Testament Chris- 
tians were taught not a single 
prophesied event can come before 
Christ returns to call away His 
own to meet Him in the air. 

Paul spoke of the Second Com- 
ing and said, “that WE WHICH 
ARE ALIVE and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent them which are asleep” (1 
Thess. 4:15). He said that the 
Lord Jesus would return “and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then WE which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up togeth- 
er with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air...” (1 
Thess. 4:16, 17). If Paul was 
right to expect Christ to come 
soon so that he would be among 
the living, then Paul did not ex- 
pect a seven-year period to inter- 
vene and did not expect the Chris- 
tian to go through the tribulation 
before the rapture. 


Repeatedly in the book of Reve- 
lation Jesus said to the Apostle 
John, “I come quickly.” Notice, 
it is not how soon, but how sud- 
den that Jesus speaks of here, 
See Revelation 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20. 
Jesus did not promise to come 
soon. He did promise to come 
quickly, suddenly. But. if Chris- 
tians must go through a definite 
period, a period involving a defin- 
ite treaty by the Antichrist and 
the people of Israel, the period 
marked by the abomination -of 
desolation after three and a half 
years, and then a Great Tribula- 
tion of three and a half years, 42 
months, 1,260 days, it would not 
be proper for Jesus to say, “I 
come quickly’ to anyone before 
that long period. No, the immin- 
ence of Christ’s coming surely 
proves that Christ’s coming for 
His saints must be before the 
Great Tribulation. God’s saints 
cannot go through that time of 
trouble, such as never was before 
in the world and never will be 
again. 


Next wéek another article will show that 
Events In Heaven require the Bride of 
Christ there during the Great Tribulation 
on earth. Do not miss these articles! 


—_  % 


Pictures That Preach 


(Continued from page 1) 


films in Gospel services longer 
than any evangelist in America. I 
bought my first sound projector 
about thirteen years ago and just 
about the only Gospel films then 
available were produced by C. O. 
Baptista of Wheaton, Illinois. One 
of his first films was an eleven- 
minute black and white narration 
type production called “The Rap- 
ture.” From a technical standpoint 
one could find a great deal to 
criticize about this little film. 
Some of the photography is poor 
by Baptista’s present standards. 
And yet, with all of its technical 
faults, I bought a copy of this 
little film for $35.00 and I imagine 
I showed it a hundred. times, The 
message of the film is true to the 
Bible and in spite of any fault 
one might find with it, the mes- 
sage is powerful and it got results! 
I believe more than a thousand 
people have been saved in my own 
revivals as a result of this little 
film. Today Gospel films are 
shown so widely that they are 
not a novelty any more. And aud- 
iences are far more critical now 
than they were even five years 
ago. Therefore, “The Rapture” 
would not rate very high today. 
But, for all that, I believe this 
little eleven-minute black and 
white film was one of the great- 
est Gospel films I have ever seen. 


I simply mention this in order 
to stress the point that the film 
for you and me to show is the one 
that gets results—the picture that 
preaches! Of course, all of us 
would prefer that the film be good 
in every detail—photography, con- 
tinuity, acting, preaching—a fine 
message, splendidly photographed. 
(“Wine of Morning,” reviewed be- 
low, is such a film.) But, above 
everything else, the picture should 
preach, should get results; and I 
do not recommend that you show 
any other kind. 


Now lets take a look at some 
Gospel films. These films are not 
reviewed in any special order. 


Wine of Morning 


Préduced and distributed by Un- 
usual Films. Full color. Running time, 
two hours. Free-will offering basis 
with a minimum guarantee. 

Although this story is pure fic- 
tion, it is based upon Bible charac- 
ters. It is the story of Barabbas, 
the criminal who was set free 
when Jesus was crucified. Barab- 
bas, a young man disappointed in 
love, sought a livelihood and ad- 
venture in Jerusalem. There he 
joined a group of Jewish patriots 
who plotted to throw off the yoke 
of Rome and set Israel free. The 
young man’s daring, brilliance and 
resourcefulness soon earned him a 
place of leadership and trust a- 
mong his friends and of hatred 
and fear among their enemies. 
Loved by a beautiful dancing girl, 
followed by brave men, motivated 
by fierce patriotic zeal, Barabbas 
moves on through bold raids and 
exciting escapades to his final cap- 
ture by Roman troops. The story 
comes to a moving climax as Bar- 
abbas watches the crucifixion and 
sees Dysmas, his young lieuten- 
ant, turn to Jesus Christ in his 
dying moments. The story ends as 
Barabbas, barely saved from 
drowning in a terrific storm at 
sea, turns from the woman he 
has loved through the years to 
return to Jerusalem to proclaim 
his belief in the Saviour. 


Movies with biblical settings 
are difficult to produce and I sup- 
pose’ there are few Gospel film 
companies in the world that could 
have produced such a film as this 
with seeming authenticity in every 
detail. The characters, costumes, 
and customs; swords, shields and 
spears; camels, chargers and 
donkeys; cities, streets and houses 
—all are wonderfully and faith- 
fully portrayed. The characters 
fit their roles to perfection. And 
there is a refreshing newness to 
the story. It is true to life and 
believable. Personally, I had al- 

(Continued on page 11) 
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ways thought of Barabbas as a 
sort of skid-row character rather 
than a young patriot. I had al- 
ways thought of the two thieves 
who died with Christ as hardened 
criminals and yet Dysmas, the 
thief who turned to Christ on the 
cross, is portrayed as a young 
man hardly grown. And so believ- 
able is his characterization that I 
will probably always remember 
him when I read the biblical ac- 
count, Incidentally, young Bob 
Jones II plays this part and does 
a bang-up job of it. 

This must be rated as one of 
the top Gospel films of our day. 
It will definitely get results. 


Souls in Conflict 
Produced by Great Commission 
Films, in association with Anglo- 
Scottish Pictures, London, for Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Films, Inc. 


MUSIC EVER} 


Suitcase organs, folds up, light weight, $185. 
Swiss Bells, 18 pes., imported ap 
Electric reed church organ, regular size, just $796. 


brass, rich tone $150, 


Now no church need be denied, a new piano, ust 
Order today, everything gu etl mr : _ 


[] DEALERSHIP 
C] RENTAL 


1035 -W: WILCOX; 


film every Christian should see! 


A fit 
A PERSONAL EVANGELIST—that’s what 


ViC JOHNSON becomes when he finds 
his ministry in 


BUTTONWOOD INN 
a unique hote 
30 Min.; Rental $12. 50: color 
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Dept, Sk 
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Time: one hour and a half. Color. 
Shown by representative, on free- 
will offering basis. 

This is the third and possibly 
the best of the major films pro- 
duced by the Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Association. The other two 
were “Mr. Texas” and “Oil Town 
U.S.A.” Personally, I thought Mr. 
Texas was the better of the two. 
I like this one best of all. 

“Souls in Conflict” was produc- 
ed in England during the great 
Billy Graham revival campaign 
there last year and has the revival 
campaign as the background. 
Many people reacted in different 
ways to the newspaper and radio 
publicity given the great revival 
meetings. There was Ann Wood- 
bridge, a lovely young actress. 
The daughter of an English pastor, 
the motherless girl was brought 
up in the parsonage and resented 
keenly the restrictions she felt 
were imposed upon her by living 
in a small town. She dreamed of 
one day going to London and be- 
ing a “really fine actress.” Spoil- 
ed and selfish and frustrated she 
left her father’s home for London 
where she eventually became a 
leading lady of the stage. But 
there was conflict in her soul. Her 
leading man, to whom she was 
engaged to become married, was 
something of a wolf and the pros- 
pects of a future with him seem- 
ed an uneasy one, at best. 


Then there was Jeff, the young’ 


test pilot who felt somehow that 
the hand of God guided the des- 
tinies of men. Yet the cynical 
designer from whose drawing 
board came the planes that Jeff 
flew refused to believe in any- 
thing he could not put down on 
paper. The conflict in Jeff’s soul 
grew more tumultous when Bev- 
erly Shea and others of the Billy 
Graham group came to the air- 
drome for a Gospel service. 

Then there was the ne’er-do- 
well, the drinking shopworker 
who paid into the lottery for 
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"It do not see how the work could be sur- 
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Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phil. 
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years and finally hit the lucky 
number—only to discover that the 
one who had been taking his 
money each week had simply put 
it into his own pocket and fled. 
The story of how these, with 
souls in conflict, finally ‘found 
Christ as the answer to their 
problems, is a griping one. Lovely 
Collen Townsend Evans’ search 
for the. grave of an ancestor be- 
came a search for actress Ann and 
ended with both girls in Billy 
Graham's revival service. Colleen’s 
testimony to Ann is something 
good and precious that you will 
long remember, 


The scenes of the tremendous 
crowds, excerpts from Billy Gra- 
ham’s sermons, songs by Beverly 
Shea, the fervent testimony by an 
all-American football star—these 
and many other things make 
“Souls in Conflict’? one of the 
greatest Gospel films you are like- 
ly ever to have an opportunity 
to see, 


The Master’s Face 


Produced and distributed by Gos- 
pel Films, Inc. Time: fifty minutes. 
Rental, $15.00. 


This is one of the finest films 
I have seen in a long, long time. 
It is the story of Cathy, the love- 
ly little girl with a brace on her 
leg and Tony, the tough little 
neighbor boy who is her constant 
companion. It is also the story of 
Cathy’s hard-working mother, who 
having been deserted by her hus- 
band, is greatly disturbed that 
Cathy begs to attend church after 
finding a church bulletin with a 
picture of the Saviour printed 
upon it. 

This is a picture of chuckles 
and tears—and salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 


One of the most moving, and at 
the same time humorous, parts 
of the story is a wonderful scene 
of Cathy with a group of little 
Negro children who were playing 
church. Forbidden by her mother 
to attend the. mission services for 
boys and girls after school, Cathy 
walks sadly down the alley. Sud- 
denly she hears children singing, 
Negro children. They are playing 
church in a deserted garage. When 
the children found out that Cathy 
‘did not go to church, the little 
“preacher” said, “reckon she’s a 
sinnah.” When Cathy explained 
that her mother would not allow 
her to go to the Sunday School 
and church, the little fellow broke 
in with, “She mus’ be a Commu- 
list!” But it was Cathy’s associa- 
tion with the Negro children that 
led her to the. mission teacher 
who won her to the Saviour. 


A splendid film all ages. will 
thoroughly enjoy. Photography, 
script, and continuity and acting 
are all excellent. Ken Anderson 
wrote the script, and it seems that 
everything this man writes is good. 


Sunday on the Range 


Produced by Great Commission 
Films for Delta Productions, Inc. In 
color by Technicolor. Rental $15.00. 
Running time: thirty-five minutes. 

In this excellent film you spend 
a pleasant thirty-five minutes with 
Redd Harper and his friends on 
the ranch. Most of the film is fill- 
ed with music as Redd sings his, 
“Lord, Keep Your Hand on Me.” 
Loretta Spencer sings Stuart 
Hamblen’s Sunday School Song 
(“The Lord Is Counting on You’), 
cowboys sing “Circuit Ridin’ 
Preacher” and “Lie Low Little 
Dogies” and a splendid trio sings 
“It’s Your Life.” Cowboy preacher 
Leonard Eilers adds colorful in- 
terest as he tries to teach a dude 
how to spin a rope during part 
of the proceedings. The tender- 
foot manages to get himself all 
tangled up and once, while trying 
to rope a fence post, he ropes a 
young lady who, believing he is 
trying to flirt, freezes him with 
an icy stare! Georgia Lee (as 
mother) does a splendid job of 
bedtime story telling as she puts 
six-year-old Rickie to bed and tells 
him about Gideon. The little fel- 
low drops off to sleep, dreaming 


| of a time when “six-year-old boys 


are men and women have not yet 
been invented’! 


A dandy film any age group 
who appreciates music will enjoy. 


The Message in the Bottle 


Produced by Better Films, Coler. 
Running time: twenty minutes. Rent- 
al fee $7.50. 


This is a story of a retired sea 


captain, Grandpa Bartlett, and his 


News Notes 
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ing. What a worshipper gives is 
no concern of the usher. 

“Don’t dress garishly, a practice 
that might detract from the ser- 
vice’s dignity.” 

On the other hand, Hosman ad- 
vises church ushers to “make like 
a bank vice-president.” He sug- 
gested ushers get pointers also 
from the way traffic cops, crowd 
engineers, hotel greeters and de- 
partment store floorwalkers treat 
the public. 


(Editorial comment: It is our 
studied opinion that every evan- 
gelistic church should have their 
finest, most spiritual men at the 
door to greet the public. The im- 
pression a visitor receives from 
the usher who greets him as he 
enters, since it is a first impres- 
sion, is often the opinion that 
stranger carries away relative to 
the entire church. Undeniably, it 
is a major factor, at least, in not 
only his opinion of the church 
but in preparing him for favorable 
acceptance of the church’s min- 


istry.) 


Good Reading for Spanish Speaking People 
A fine Spanish publication, LA 
VOZ, is put out by our good mis- 


little granddaughter who found a 
whisky bottle washed up on the 
shore. Bringing the bottle to the 
house, she eagerly looks to see 
if there is a message in the bottle. 
She found none, but her grand- 
father insisted there was a mes- 
sage in the bottle and he told her 
of the stormy day her father and 
older brother were lost in a storm 
at sea because a drunken captain 
had insisted on taking the ship 
out, 

As he begins his story the cam- 
era rolls time backward and the 
incident is enacted. As Grandpa 
Bartlett concludes the _ story, 
Jenny Lou prints the word “‘pois- 
on” on the bottle’s label and places 
it where seafaring men may see 
it and be warned. 

This film is done in beautiful 
color and the photography is ex- 
cellent. The action is a bit too 
slow, it seems to me, and the act- 
ing is amateurish, Every person 
in the cast, however, is saved and 
helped in the making of the film 
because they loved the Lord, 


Seconds to Midnight 


Produced by Evangel Films. Color. 
Running time: fifty-five minutes. 

Here is another full-length feat- 
ure film in full color by the same 
company that produced “The 
Missing Christians” and other fine 
films. 

In “Seconds to Midnight” a 
group of people, with an unsaved 
person, meet in the pastor’s home 
to see a government film release 
of the atomic bomb. This is a 
spectacular film showing several 
atomic bomb explosions and then 
explaining by means of a super- 
imposed chart the _ destruction 
one great sinister bomb could do 
to a great metropolis like New 
York City. It is a film calculated 
to build respect in the minds and 
hearts of American people on 
atomic and hydrogen warfare. At 
the conclusion of the film the 
pastor says a few well-chosen 
words to his guests and they ar- 
range to be in church the follow- 
ing day. 

For the Sunday sermon the 
pastor chooses to preach on “Sec- 
onds to Midnight.” In the message 
he emphasizes his thought that the 
end of the age is upon us, the 
twilight hour is past, darkness 
has set in and it is now seconds 
till the midnight hour when Jesus 
Christ shall come again. As proof, 
the pastor illustrates the increase 
in knowledge since the prophet 
foretold that in the last days 
knowledge would increase. This 
is demonstrated by modern scien- 
tific discoveries, tranportation fa- 
cilities, etc. He also explains that 
the ‘rushing to and fro in the 
streets’ might mean modern auto- 
mobile traffic. There are striking 
pictures of modern jet airplanes— 
the eagles’ wings that should pre- 
serve Jerusalem. 

The film ends with an earnest 
appeal to the unsaved, 

While we do not agree that 
there are any signs that definite- 
ly prove that it is now only a 


(Continued on page 12) 


sionary friend, Rev. Norman 
Lewis. Total circulation as of Au- 
gust was 110,000 copies. Their goal 


: is 125,000 by the end of this year. 


If you are interested in a fun- 
damental Christian Spanish paper, 
then please write to Missionary 
Norman Lewis, Casilla de Correo 
650, Rosario, Argentina, The “Sus- 
cripcion annual: 2 pesos.” 

— THE END — 


THE MESSAGE IN THE BOTTLE 
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matter of minutes or hours until 
the Saviour will return, we do 
agree that one cannot overempha- 
size the fact that Christ may come 
at any minute, 


This is a splendid film and, if 
used with an earnest invitation 
at its conclusion, should result in 
he salvation of many. 


Life of St. Paul Series 


Produced and distributed by Ca- 
thedral Films. Color and black and 
white. Running time: about thirty 
minutes. Available on rental basis. 

I have just seen three films In 
the “Life of St. Paul” series and 
they are splendid. The first I saw 
was the story of Saul’s conver- 
sion. Here we see the stoning of 
Stephen; the persecution of the 
Christians; the flight of many to 
Damascus and Saul, with author- 
ity from the high priest, pursuing. 
His conversion on the Damascus 
Road, his blindness and subsequent 
restoration of sight is faithfully 
portrayed. 

The next in the series that I 
saw was entitled ‘‘Ambassador 
for Christ.” Here is the story of 
Paul’s attempt to preach Christ 
in the synagogue; his rejection; 
the uproar; his journey to Arab- 
ia; his stay there and his return 
to Palestine; his ministry and 
persecution. This film comes to a 
dramatic climax as Paul is let 
down over the wall in a basket. 

The third film in the series I 
saw was “Trial at Jerusalem.” 
Actually, it is more than his 
trial at Jerusalem. It also includes 
the bitter accusations, the railing 
of the Jews and priests, his stand 
before Agrippa and Felix, his ap- 
peal for Roman justice, etc. The 
story ends as he is put aboard 
a ship heading for Rome. 

These films are true to the 
Bible. Most of the dialogue is 
actually “of Scripture.” And tech- 
nically, the films are produced 
with professional quality through- 
out. I understand that Cathedral 
Films uses some professional act- 
ors and actresses in the production 
of their Gospel films. Whatever 
one’s views on this may be (I 
don’t like it) there is no get- 
ting around the fact that this is 
an intensely interesting way of 
studying the Bible. And I felt 
that my own children, who saw the 
films with me, learned more about 
the book of Acts from watching 
these films than they had ever 
known before. 


The Glass Mountain 


. Produced by and obtainable 
through Westminster Films. Color. 
Running time one hour. Free-will 
offering basis. 


This is a film being released 
this fall by Westminster Films. 
William FE. Brusseau writes that 
he and Evangelist Merv Rosell 
are anixous for me to see it and 
that a copy will be sent to me 
at an early date for reviewing 
it in THE SworpD OF THE Lorb. 
From the advance publicity I un- 
cerstand that this is the story of 
@: young woman whose ambition 
and talent combined to place her 
in a position the world envied— 
but who knew little of genuine 
peace and happiness, An advance 
news release on the film says: 

“A moment long to be remem- 
bered in ‘Glass Mountain’ is the 
dawning—the entrance of Jesus, 
the living Christ, into the life of 
this girl who is brought from the 
pinnacle of achievement into the 
valley of despair that she might 
behold the glory of almighty God 
and seek only the riches of His 
kingdom.” 

Evangelist Merv Rosell’s Rose 
Bowl Easter Sunrise § mes- 
sage is included in the film. As 
readers of Tite SworpD oF Tre Lorp 
know, Merv Rosell is one of A- 
merica’s truly great soul-winning 
evangelists. Dr. Lee Roberson, 
pastor of the Highland Park Bap- 


tist Chureh of Chattanooga, ‘Ten- 


nessee (that church that has led 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
in conversions and additions for 
years) told me recently that Evan- 
gelist Rosell had been with him 
in a revival campaign and that 
Mery was doubtless one of the 
greatest preachers in all the 
world today. I mention that in 
order to say that since he has the 
leading part in “The Glass Moun- 


tain” and his message is given 
in the film, I am confident the 
film will be an outstanding one.’ 
We hope to give a full review of 
it at an early date, 


The Way Out 


Produced by Missions Visualized, 
Inc., for Berean Gospel Distributors, 
Inc. Rental per day, $13.50; purchase 
price, $235.00. Running time: forty- 
four minutes. 


This film has been. reviewed in 
these pages before but I believe 
that it has hardly enjoyed the re- 
ception it deserves. It is the true 
story of the conversion of Al 
Johnson, a bank robber. The film 
includes scenes of the holdup 
when Al robbed the Hoyt State 
Bank in Hoyt, Kansas; the get- 
away, the chase, the pursuit by 
bloodhounds, the hide-out; roman- 
tic scenes of his falling in love 
and his marriage—and finally the 
scenes which portray his conver- 
sion and his public confession. 

This film received an award as 
the outstanding soul-winning film 
for 1953. 


Time and Eternity 


Produced by Moody Institute of 
Science and distributed by the Film 
Department of Moody Bible Institute. 
Color, sound. Running time: forty- 
four minutes. Rental: $25.00, 


This film is another “Sermon 
from Science” by Dr, Irwin A. 
Moon. The film is made in the 
Moody Institute of Science lab- 
oratories in Los Angeles and is 
a discussion of the relative aspects 
of time. 


By means of a specially de- 
signed camera that takes a couple 
of thousand frames of movie film 
per second, a trickle of milk is 
divided into drops which slowly 
fall into a saucer. It takes several 
seconds to witness each drop, 
when actually the entire stream of 
milk was poured in a couple of 
seconds. Next, a camera is used 
that takes one frame every ten 
minutes; and we watch clouds 
seethe and boil, flowers grow and 
several days and nights pass in 
a matter of seconds. There is an 
elementary discussion of Einstein’s 
theory of relativity. The logical 
conclusion of the film is the fact 


_that God is eternal and lives in 


an ever-present now, That is why 
God calls Himself “ I AM.” That 
is why Jeus said, “Before Abra- 
ham was, I am,” 


This film, like all M.B.LS. 
films, is superbly made. It is 
technically done to _ perfection. 
The results it achieves will de- 
pend, it seems to me, largely on 
the type of invitation that follows 
its showing. 


A good film, especially for high 
school and college age groups. 


This Way to Heaven 


Produced and distributed by Con- 
cordia Films. Sound, black and 
white. Rental $9.00. 

Little Jimmy was intrigued by 
all the people who attended the 
nearby church. Going over one 
day, he had quite a conversation 
with Mr. Burke, the Sunday 
School superintendent. Walking up 
to him, Jimmy looked up into 
his face and, with touching Sin- 
cerity asked, ‘Mister, is this the 
way to Heaven? This church?” 
And just as earnestly and kindly 
came the answer, “The way to 


Heaven? No, son, this church 
isn’t the way to Heaven. Jesus 
Christ is the way to Heaven and 
here in this church we tell people 
of Him.” The boy is then invited 
to attend the Sunday School, and 
this he does regularly, 


In the meantime, dissension 
rocks the home. His _ brother, 
Tommy, just barely older than he, 
steals money from the household 
expense fund. The mother and 
father bicker and quarrel. It is 
then that Jimmy persuades his 
brother to go with him to the 
ehurch where they learn of the 
way to Heaven. As a result, both 
boys are won to Christ and Tom- 
my confesses that he is the thief 
who took the money. His parents 
are not only shocked but also be- 
wildered as the boy explains that 
he has learned in Sunday School 
how bad sin is and assures them 
that he is going to be a good 
boy and follow Christ from now 
on, This leads to self-examina- 
tion on the part of the parents 
and ultimately the entire family is 
attending the services of the 
church and Sunday School togeth- 
er, 


This is one of the finest Gospel 
Films Concordia has yet produc- 
ed. It will not only encourage 
Sunday School teachers and offi- 
cers in the work God has called 
them to do, but will also show 
the importance of having the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ in our homes. 

The picture is beautifully made, 
the acting is superb, and the mes- 
sage helpful. You would do well 
to see it. 


If readers wish to enquire fur- 
ther about the possible purchase 
or rental of any of these films, 
we would be glad to forward your 
enquiry to the proper distributor. 


Address the Sword of the Lord, ¥ 
Wheaton, Ill, Please mention the ; 
Sworp in your letters about films. — 
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